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Ar has been agreed, for ſome tim. 


go @ paſt, by the Learned on all Nas... So 
7 that our Ideas are not innate So 2 
nn ] may venture to lay it down as a 
Poſtulatum, that all our Ideas are taken from WW 
Matter; that the Mind neither has, not can 
have any Idea but by Senſation; and: tho r - ol 
may believe, and be aſſured, and that certainly, . 8 
of the Exiſtence, Manner of Exiſtence, Atttt 
butes or Qualities of ſpiritual Perſons, or im Þ 


maaterial Objects, yet all its Ideas of thoſe things 23 

are improperly ſo called, they not being the =Y 
Images of the ſpiritual, but material Things; 
and what we know of the . | 
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rial Things themſelves have; and that wot 4 
Qualities in the material Things are the W 1 


tures of thoſe in the Spiritual or Immaterial. 
If Man be thus limited to Senſe, and 9 


ter be the Fountain of all his Ideas, ” 3 
impoſſible he ſhould ever have known there 


had been a God, Angel, Devil, or Cre- . 


ation; in ſhort, to have known, or ever 
ſuſpected there were any ſpiritual Objects in 
being; or that any thing had been done, 
which his Senſes had not aſſured him of, 
without a Revelation or Information from 


God himſelf, or ſome other ſpiritual Being. 


Whence could he know, what he had natu- 
rally no Ideas of? How could Matter (his 
Eyes and Ears) preſent an Object to him, 


” 


which is not the Subject of his Senſes? He 


looks about him, and examines every thing 


he ſecs; God and Creation are not ſhaped iin 
the Trees, engraven on the Rocks, or, lie 
Colours on Canvas, painted in any Part of 
Nature: God is not the Subject of Senſe; 


nor Creation, what the Eye ſaw, or the Ear 


heard a-doing; whence then were theſe things 
to have come into his Head? Nature could 


inform him of nothing but what is Nature; 


Nature could not give him what it has not; 


and God and Angels are no Part or Portion 
of Nature: Therefore Man could not have 


been aſſured of their Exiſtence naturally, or 
without Supernatural Means, ONES « 
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5 come under Senſe, ſuppoſe him ſtaring g up 
into the Air, like a modern Philoſopher; 
would he do, as they do, deny the Exiſtence 
of the Air? ſuppoſe the Orbs to ſwim 
without any thing to ſwim in? He muſt 
then, like theſe wiſe Men, ſuppoſe Effects 
; without Cauſes : That the thing which. can't act 
where it is preſent, can act where it is not 
preſent; and that which can't move itſelf, 
can move any thing elſe; and ſo would re- 
main as ignorant of the ſecond Cauſes, as 
theſe Men are of both firſt and ſecond... 
Then as to Divinity, would he reaſon, as 
it! is called, and argue, — Nothing can exiſt 
« without a Cauſe, therefore there is a firſt 
« Cauſę. Who gave him the Idea of Cre- 
ation, or how came he to think about ſo ſtu- 
| pendous an Act, which is not the Object of 
any of his Senſes ? But ſuppoſe him, to put 
the Queſtion to himſelf, Q. How came theſe 
Things here? A. They were made. Q. Why 
do I conclude ſo? A. Becauſe they could not 
make themſelves. Q. Could he that made 
them, make himſelf; why not one thing make 
itſelf as well as another; but if every Thing 


muſt have a Cauſe, what is the Cauſe of the 


firſt Cauſe? A. Neceſlity. Q. What, is 
Neceſflity? ??: be? 
Il fancy our Natural would be at Aa Stand 
here, and find out the Neceſſity. he was un- 
| der of ſicting down in the Dark as to the 
5 9 „ Ni. 
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all the Reaſoning he could make uſe of: 


in truth, a Cauſe of the firſt Cauſe is a Con- EY 
tradition in Terms: And the firſt Poſition, 


that every Thing that exiſts has a"Cauſe of 
its Exiſtence, when we are enquiring whether 


What exiſts had a Cauſe or no, is directly 
beging the Queſtion.” Whether this World 


bad a Cauſe is the Queſtion : Yes, faith the 
Metaphyſician, every Thing that exifts- has 
4 Cauſe, therefore the World has. And Ne- 


cefſity, as uſed by theſe Reaſoners, ſhews evi- 


dently the Neceſſity they are under of talk- 


ing Nonſenſe, and the Neceſſity of a Revela - 


tion, that we may have ſomething to reaſon 
about. The Ideas of Senfe on one fide, and 


the Information from above, on the other, 
are Things to compare,” look into, and ex.. 


amine, ſo reaſon upon. And as without ſuch 


Information we could not poſſibly xnoẽ-- 
there were Things above, ſo neither could 


we poſſibly know which Things here reſem- 
ble Things 7here, and in what Reſpe&s, 


If our Ideas are not innate, our Under- 


ſtandings could not have been of any Uſe to 


us in Matters of Religion, [becauſe we ſhould _ 
have wanted Data to have reafon'd upon! 


without Revelation; and all the Harangues 


about natural Religion, and natural Conſti- 
ence, are as void of Truth, as that unhappy 
Conceſſion is, which the Infidel builds fo 
much on, and on which he has ſo long tri- 
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umphed, which the Clergy have been treach- 
erouſly drawn in to allow, That Man was at 
firſt left to himſelf, to Reaſon or Nature, to 
find out what he was to believe, or do; the 
contrary to which is as evident, as plain and 
poſitive Words can make it. Natural Reli- 
gion is a Phantom, a Miſt or Cloud the In- 
fidel marches in, covered from our Sight; 
and we muſt diſperſe the Vapour, break the 
Charm, if we would ſee him in e | 
Point of View. | 
Our Reaſon is the great Privilege that ers 
us above the Brutes; but the Uſe of Rea- 
* ſon is for another State, by taking Ideas 
* given by Revelation from Things below, 
* and carrying them to Things above; and 
a Man who pretends to reaſon about the 
Things above, without The Light from above, 
may as well pretend to ſec the Things below, | 
without the Light below: And tho his Eye 
may be better than mine, to any Degree you 
will ſuppoſe, yet it can give him no Advan- 
tage over me in judging of an Object which 
J look at in che Light, and he in the Dark: 
And ſo, if any Man's natural Abilities be ever 
fo far ſuperior to another's, when they come 
to contemplate ſpiritual Objects, the one by 
Nature, the other by the Light from above, 
it is certain the firſt can ſee nothing, What⸗ 
evet he may imagine he does; and tho, placed 
in the ſame Situation with his weaker Friend, 
ne money ſee further, yet the An or 
* 
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Light gives the one a View of them, whi * 


it is impoſſible the other ſhould have, It 18.. 8 


in ſpiritual, as in natural Things: There muſt + 


be. the. Eye, the Light, the Object together; . = 4 


ſo Reaſon, Revelation, and the Things of 
God. Reaſon exiſts, the Things of God are 


in being, but no more viſible. to meer Rea- 


ſon, than an Object is to the Eye in the Dark. 
The Infidel is deceived when he aſſerts his 
Reaſon is ſufficient to find out the Things of 
God; becauſe the Light, neceſſary to ſee thoſe 
Things by, is not in the Soul, nor in the Ob- 


jects. And he contradicts himſelf too, when 


he aſſerts the Sufficiency of Reaſon, as well as 


miſtakes what Reaſon is, becauſe Ideas are not 


innate. Nature, or thoſe Abilities in Man 


given him by Formation, or ariſing from his 
Frame, Make, or Conſtitution, can be of no 


Service to him out of Nature, nor till he has 


gather d thoſe Ideas the Field of God is planted 
with, and ſo is poſſeſſed of the Glaſs, in which 


the Face of God, when it comes to the Gal, 
may be ſcen. | 
Whether Man would ever have cine at 


the Knowledge even of the Things that are 


ſeen; would ever by himſelf have found out 
the Frame and Conſtitution of the World, the 


Agents, Motions and Powers in this Syſtem, 
_- which are adapted to his Senſes, the only 
"Maſters we have till we come to God, is to 


me a Queſtion eaſily determined in the Nega- 
tives. + omg a Vacuum, or the ſuppoſed Non- 
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exiſtence 
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1 X ft tence of theſe Agents, is the firſt principle 
of the Philoſophy of thoſe Men, whoſe An- 


* ceſtors, we know from Scripture, were once. 
— acquainted with them; it is not 
likely then that Men ſhould have made a Diſ- 
covery by themſelves, which they did not re- 
tain when ie was made for them. But it is 
Religion I am conſidering, or how Man can 
come at the Knowledge of it. Nor, I fay, 
from Reaſon or Nature; tho he muſt come 

at it by them both: They are Means, but not 
the only Means; they cant be the only Means, 
if Ideas are not innate. Reaſon we mult 
© have, becauſe an Ideot can't be taught. Ideas 
we mult have, becauſe we have no Know- 
| ledge where we have no Ideas. An Inſtruc- 
tor we muſt have to deſcribe Things to us, 
which are not the Objects of our Senſes, be- 


fore we can have any Knowledge of them: 
The Eye can't ſee them, and the Soul ſees 
only thro the Eye of the Body; but when 

Ideas are got into the Soul in this manner, 


the Inſtructor can make uſe of thoſe Ideas to 
inform his Pupil of what he has ſeen and 


Eknovn of Things, where his Pupil cannot 


go himſelf: But then Man cannot be this In- 
ſtructor, for all Men are under the ſame Dif- 
ficulry. © If the Body is a Being which is to 
have its Appetites, &c. refined,” and is to 
% accompany the Soul hercafter, and is to 
«* exiſt, perceive, and act in another World; 


and 
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and be framed to ſhew Power, Perſonality; _ 
„c. and the Body be to furniſh the Soul 
„ with Ideas of it, to enable the Soul, from 
c theſe borrowed Ideas; to frame other higher 
« Ideas, and to make Deductions about their 
*< Creator,” and to put compound Man upon 
"55 the Trial, whether he will follow the Senſe 


<« of his Body, and conclude the Machine a 
Party or Supreme; or the Reaſon of his 


« Soul, and acknowledge God, and that this : 


te was the Teſt which determined the Fate of 


« Man: It will put us, faith Mr. Hutchin= 


« ſon, upon new Enquiries.” [Mofas 
Sine Princ. Introd. p. 74. Edit. 1748.] He 


enlarges upon this Plan in ſeveral Parts of 


his Writings, and has ſhewn from Scripture, 


that the Garden of Eden was deſigned as a 


School for Adam and Eve, to repreſent in 
Miniature, and at ſecond hand,” the Powers 
in this Syſtem, to furniſh him with thoſe 


Ideas he was to aſcend by to the Knowledge 


of the Perſonality, Power and Attributes of 


God, and what it was neceſlary*for him to 
know with regard to the Things aboye, and 


which he could have by no other Means. 


Heathen Authorities are produced by him, to 
ſhew they always had ſuch Gardens to religi- 


ous Purpoſes, even after they had rejected the 
true Cod, and ſet up the Air for Gog, till 2 
the Confuſion of Knowledge. 

The Rev. Dr. Conyers Middleton, 


n of the Lord Biſhop of EHuons 
Diſcourſes ; 


7% PROPHECY,” 9. 
. Diſcoutſes concerning the Uſe and Intent of 


Prophecy, &c. hath thought proper to make 
_ Remarks npon the Moſaic Account of 
and the Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, 

whit appear greatly liable ro Objection. He 
1755 [p. 102. that the hiſtoric Senſe Cof 
. Moſes] was fo far from being to him the 
Senſe of the Writer, or in any degre pro- 


Gable, that it is utterly ** and contra- 


dictory to Reaſon. 
Few Men have a greater Share of natural 
Abilities, or theirReaſon in greater Perfection 
than the Doctor. I ſpeak not this, as if my 
Opinion were a Compliment, or I were a 
ſufficient Judge of what deſerves Admiration 
or were conſiderable enough, perhaps, not to 
be thought ſaucy, in giving my Opinion of 


the Author, or his Writings: But as every. 


Man's Judgment, after he has informed him- 
ſelf the beſt he can, is, and ought to be to 
him, the Meaſure of Right or Wrong ; ſo 
my Judgment, mean as it is, muſt be my Guide 
in this Caſe; and I hope it is a pardonable 
Preſumption, if, without any Deſign of giv- 
ing Offence, I lay before the Reader, what 
appears agrecable to my Reaſon in this Caſe z 


which I confeſs differs in ſome Reſpects 7 


both the great Men, whoſe Controverſy oc- 
caſions what he has now before him. What 
I propoſe to ſhew is, that the Chain of Pro- 
phecy begins with Adam, and reaches to John 


le Baprip, in oppoſition to the Doctors two 
47 i Pro: | 


: 
4 
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Propoſitions about Prophecy, Exam. p. 1 50. 
* That the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament are 


Eden, and what paſſed there, is true Hiſtory. 


The State of Man before the Fall ſeems to 
demand a Conſideration before his State after 
the Fall, when, as I ſuppoſe, the Chain of 
Prophecy began; but as the Uſe and Intent 


of Prophecy lay firſt in the Controverſy be- 


twixt my Lord Biſhop and the Doctor, 1 ſhal | 


begin there. 


applied ſingly and independently on each 
c Other; and that Chriſt and his Apoſtles be- 
gin always with Moſes as the firſt Prophet 

„ who has ſpoken of Chriſt.” And in the 
ſecond Place, that the Moſaic Account of 


The Recourſe t to. Prophecies before the 5 


Flood is pronounced by the Doctor © a ro- 


* mantic Syſtem, a fanciful Chain, an ima- 


ginary Scheme; and of which, he ſays, © he 
** hath not diſcovered the leaſt Trace in any 


ce of the four Goſpels,” and therefore rejects 


it, © becauſe the whole that can be known 
* authentically concerning its. relation to 
ce Chriſtianity, muſt be learnt from thoſe 
% who firſt planted. Chriſtianity, and were 


« inſtructed by the Author of it, on what 


foundation it reſted, and how far the Ar- 
gument of Prophecy was uſeful to its Pro- 
cc 
pagation and Support,” {page 3.1. And 
_ afterwards, © but ſince the Uſe, which was 
* made of Prophecy in the New Teſtament, 


* is the /ole Rule by which we can form a. 
1 juſt Notion of it, ec.” he 
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8 The Propoſition contained in theſe two . 
5 n ſeems to me contrary to the Na- 
ture of Evidence, and the Words of Chriſt 


himſelf. 
The Old Teſtament i is ; the Record to which 


_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles appeal for Proof; and 


muſt they themſelves determine the Mole 
that ſhall be authentic concerning its Rela- 
tion to Chriſtzanity ? Shall what they them- 


ſelves ſay be the ſole Rule by which we can 


forma juſt Notion of it? 15 not this deſtroy - 
ing the Nature of Evidence, and making the 
Claimants under a Record Judges in their” 


own Caſe? What is the Record for, and why 


appealed to, if it is not ſufficiently plain of 


Itſelf; and how far it ſhall be Evidence, 
and what its Evidence is, be not to be 8 


determined from itſelf? By what Rules 
did they go, who were led to the Hopes 
and Expectation of a Chriſt, from read- 
ing the Scriptures, before he came? For 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles to have determi- 
ned the Nature of the Evidence of Prophecy, 
how far it ſhould be Evidence, or what its 
Evidence is, would have been letting aſide its 
Uſe as Prophecy; making themſelves their 
own Evidence, and their Hearers a Parcel of 


Ideots. They appeal ro the ſacred Scriptures, 
leave us to conſtrue them; tell us, Evidence 


is there, and occaſionally, in their Diſputes 
with the Fews, ſhew us how to look for 


it; 0 apply ſome Prophecies, but 
C2 | refer 


12 The Us E and IN TEN 
refer us to the whole Scripture in general 
Words, and bid us ſearch it for ourſelves: 
Chriſt appeals to Moſes, refers the eus thither, 

* *If y e believe not his Writin ag how hall 

ye 1 my Words ?” If I bear 33 
of myſelf, my Witneſs is 7 true or legal. 
2 And Moſes it ſeems wrote ſo plainly and 
« fully upon this Head, as to render all thoſe 
< Unbelievers, to whom the Oracles of God 
« were committed, without excuſe, upon 
the Teſtimony of Moſes himſelf—“ there 
« is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes in 
< whom ye truſt, There are therefor 
Rules in the Old Teſtament itſelf, by which 
thoſe who lived before Chriſt, and thoſe who 
lived when he was come, were enabled to 
determine he Nature of Prophecy, and what 
"Relation it had to Chriſtianiiy: And if 
theſe Rules were there then, they are there 
now, and the New Teſtament is not the ſole 
Rule by which we can form 4 juſt Notion 
of it. So conſpicuouſly erroneoùs is the firſt 
Propoſition laid down by our Controvertiſt, 
in a Matter of ſuch high Importance as the 
Uſe and Intent of Prophecy, Chriſtians | 
muſt defend the New Teſtament, as well as 
the Old; but muſt ſhew that the Old can 
conſtrue and ſpeak for itſelf, abſolutely de- 
tached from any Authority their Interpreta- 
tions may receive from the New; for it it is 
not to be interpreted by itſelf, it could never 
have led Men to expect a Chril, or enabled 
+ Ne them 
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them to have diſcerned him when he did 
come. | 
But the Doctor has a Deſign i in 8 he lays 
dovn on this Head, namely, to ſet a Bar to 
our Enquiries into the Old Teſtament, that 
we may confine ourſelves to thoſe ſingle Pro- 
phecies they have cited in the New, here one, 
and there one, without ſhewing us the Con- 
nection with what goes before or after, or 
the Propriety of their Citations; however, 1 
am ready to allow, as a Chriſtian, that their 
Directions to us on this Head are ſufficient, 
but apprehend he has miſtaken what they ſay, 
or haſtily overlooked it. Let us ſee. Our Lord 
tells us Matt. xiii. 35.] he would utter 
Things (not kept ſecret as unknown, but] 
preſerved, laid up, from the Foundation of 
the World, [Luke i. 70.—3.] has viſited and 
redeemed his People, as he ſpale by the 
Mouth of all his holy Prophets, — have 
been ſince the World 7 dap Oath which 
he ſwareto our Father Abraham. (xi. 50.] 
The Blood of all the Prophets, which was 
fred from the Foundation of the World,— 
from the Blood of Abel, to the Blood of Za- 
charias. [As iii. 18.] Thoſe Things which 
| God before has ſhewed, by the Mouth of all 
his Prophets, that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, he 
hath ſo fulfilled—whom = Heavens muſt 
recetve, until the Times of the Reſtitution of 
all Things, which God has ſpoken by the 
Mouth 7 all his holy Prophets, ſince the 


World | 
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World began. Ver. 25. Teare the Children 


of the Prophets, and of the Covenant which 


God made with our Fathers, ſaying unto Abra- 


| ham, and in thy Seed ſball all the Kindreds 


of the Earth be bleſſed. (Gal. iii. 8.] The 


Ne foreſeen — God would juſtify 
the Heathen thro' Fr aith, preached before the 


Goſpel unto Abraham, [a fa ring, in thee ſhall 


all Nations be bl:ſſed. Ver. 16. To Abra- 
ham and his Seed were the Promiſes made; 
he ſaith not, and to Seeds, as of many, but 
as of one; and to thy Seed, which is Chriſt. 


St. Paul, Heb. xi. begins with Abel, as our 


Lord does, as one of the firſt Prophets from 
the Foundation of the World, goes on to 


| Sarah, and ſays, theſe all died in Faith, 
not having received the Promiſes, but + 


having ſeen them afar off, and being per- 
ſuaded of them, confeſſed their Faith in 15 


Our Lord refers to Abraham, John — 4 5 


56. ] Tour Father Abraham refoiced to 


my Day, and he ſaw it, and was g ba. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, we ſee, refer us over 
and over again to what paſſed betwixt God 


and the Fathers, more particularly, Abraham, 
| as clear and demonſtrative Evidence of the 
Coming of Chriſt, of his Day, that the Goſpel 


was preached before Moſes, of the Covenant 
of Grace, of Salvation, and tell us theſe 


Things were ſpoken of from the Foundation 


of the World, ever ſince the World began. 
That the Promiſes were made from che Be- 


ginning, 


| 


a» 


Hoppel, or Coming of Chriſt a Myſtery; a2 
= "7 Fn Doctrine 
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ginning, ſeen, underſtood, embraced, con- 


feſſed. The Faith of Abraham in Chriſt was 
ſo eminent, that he obtained the Name of 
the Father of the Faithful ; and the inſpired 
Writers are perpetually pointing out his Ex- 
ample to us. His Faith in a Redeemer to 
come, [Rom. viii. 4.] was ſo ſtrong, that 


_ againſt Hope he believed in Hope; he offer- 


ed up his Son 1/aac, as a Proof of his Faith, 


that his Seed ſhould ſuffer, tho that Seed 


was to paſs thro' the Loins of this very Son. 


. But theſe Paſſages of ſacred Scripture need no 
Comment; it is plain there were Prophets 
all along, from the very firſt, Who ſpake of 


the Things of Chriſt. Adam, faith St. Paul, 
[ Rom. v. 14.] is the Figure of him who was 


. Fo come. He prefigured Chrift, as many 
others did, one in one reſpect, another in an- 


other. He comments upon one Paſſage, in 
which Adam is ſet forth as a Figure, FEph. 
v. 31.]—/hall be joined unto his Wife, and 


they two be one Þleſh. This he brings to 
prove, that we are Members of Chriſt's Body, 
of his Fleſh, and of his Bones: Calls it 


a great Myſtery concerning Chriſt and his 


Church. A Myſtery, not in the Infidel Cant 


of coupling Clouds, typical Mountains, and 
Myſteries together, but a Promiſe to be ful- 


filled, Secretum Divinum Symbolis, Signis, 


figuriſque externis propoſitum ac repreſenta- 
tum, [ice Leigh, Crit. Sac.] as he calls the 


>, L 


* 
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Doctrine propoſed under, and repreſented in, 
outward Signs. This is one of the Things 


kept ſecret ſince the Foundation of the * 


World *, which Chriſt came to utter, and 
t into Execution. I have mentioned the 
eaſon before, why we muſt have outward 


Signs. Theſe outward Signs could not b 


Repreſenters of the ſpiritual Truths to us 
without divine Authority; and God, faith 
St. Paul, in the Inſtitution of Marriage be- 
twixt Adam and Eve, did repreſent, propoſe, 
record the Incarnation of Chriſt, his being of 
the ſame Fleſh and Bones with his Church. 80 
begins his Chain of Evidence with Adam. 

_ Chriſt and the Apoſtles, as cited by the 
Doctor, frequently refer us to the Scriptures, 
under the Phraſe of Moſes and the Prophets, 

as [Luke xxiv. 27. cited Exam. p. 10. begin- = 
ning at Moſes and all the Prophets, he em. 
pounded unto them, in all the Scriptures, the 
Things concerning himſelf. Moſes 'begins 
with Adam, and continues the Hiſtory. down 
to his own Times; and if Chriſt began with 
Moſes, he might begin where Moſes doth : 
And if he expounded in all the Scriptures 
the Things concerning himſelf, he muſt ex- 
pound the Things concerning himſelf in the 
Scriptures before Moſes, as well as what 
TI TH 8 Moeſes 
: eee 7 yr in Tie, 
but they were no Secrets in the Senſe of not being underſtood; 


for it follows in the next Words, P/. Ixxviii. 2. «vhich ave have Z Te” 


heard, and known, and our Fathers have told ui. 1 
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Moſes himſelf wrote of him; and that there 
are Things concerning Chriſt in the Scrip- 
tures before Moſes, recorded by Moſes, we 
have already ſeen. And this Text is a flat 


Contradiction to what he brought it for, vis. 
that Chriſt confines us to Moſes and the later 
Prophets; to Moſes as the firſts Prophet 
who ſpake of him. It is eminently childiſh. 

Nor do they apply the Prophecies ſingly and 


independently of each other, like the looſe 


Links of a Chain detached from cach other, 


but as one continued Series, as Truths always 
| known and believed thto all Ages of the 


Church, from Adam downwards. That 
there were ſome who denicd the only Lord 
God, and our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, before the 


Flood, and others that knew of, and preach- 


ed up thoſe Doctrines, is plain from St. Jude, 
who records a Prophecy of Enoch, ver. 14. 
and faith, he propheſicd to thoſe who denied 
the Lord Jeſus, that he would come to exe- 
cute Judgment upon all the Ungodly. The 


Doctor may call this, I know not what Pro- 


phecy, CExam. p. 18 J But it puts the Matter 


out of all 4 had that the Vord of Prophecy 
was never ſilent. Tho what paſſed before 


the Flood is told us in few Words, yet it is 


by the Mention of ſuch important Points, as 
unavoidably imply all we are ſcarching for, 


vis, a Church Service from the very firſt 


Eſtabliſhed Preachers of Righteouſneſs—TheE 


Faith of Chriſt afferted thro? all the antedilu- 
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vian Ages by Prophets, inſpired Men, and 
the Prieſthood running in he Line of Chriſt, 
he Patriarchal Line, which began with Adam. 
The Law was a Syſtem of Rites and Ceremo- 
nics, which being a conſtant ſtanding Deſcrip- 
tion in Things, of what they expected a Sa- 
viour was to do for them, was a continued 1 
Prophecy; and accordingly our Lord tells us, 
that the Law propheſied till John; and it be- 
gan with Adam. Moſes mentions ſuch ln» | 
Fit itutions of Religion, which ſhew what their 
Religion, was, and how preſerved amongſt 
them. There is Evidence to prove this, 
| which hath not yet fallen into the way of the 
1 learned Dr. Middleton. There was a Species 
13 of Records, of which the Greeks and Ro- . 
WE mans had loſt the Knowledge, before they = 
n learnt to write: They can't inform us of - 
is them; they had loſt the Originals, tho theres 
[1] | are ſuch ſtrong Traces of them in all Coun- 
tries, that it is plain they have paſſed thro al 
the Countries of the Earth; I mean the Che- 
rubim, that hieroglyphical compound Image, 
| ſer up ar Paradiſe to preſerve the Way to. the 
Tree of the living Ones. How the Cheru- 
bim came to ſurvive the Flood, we can caſily 
inform the Reaſoners of this IWarld; tho how. 
the Garden of Eden ſhould, had they asked 
themſelves, might have ſaved them the Trouble 
of that moſt diligent Enquiry, they have 
been making for ſome thouſands of Years, 
without haying got the Senſe, it ſcems, to 


2 diſcontinue | 
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diſcontinue the fruitleſs Search, 20 this very 
Day. Exam. p. 130. 

What the Cherubim are, I muſt refer others 
=o Mr: Hutchinſon for, who has explaincd 
them: The Rev. the Provoſt of Oriel, in 
| Oxford, Lin his Elibu, or Enquiry into the 
Deen of the Book of Job] has ſome very | 
Fog uſeful Rematks, which greatly illuſtrate this 
. Subject; and are well worthy a diligent Per- 
uſal. Dr. Middleton will follow, I doubt 
not, if he can, his old Cuſtom, and a truly 
laudable one it is, of having recourſe direftly 
to the Scriptures themſelves, [Exam. p..2.] 
and then thoſe Deceivers, who have enveloped 
this, and all the important Doctrines in ſacred 
Scripture they could, in Clouds and Darkneſs, 
cannot confound him as they have done many 
others. He will be ſafe likewiſe from thoſe 
Errors theſe blind Guides have led ſome other- 
wiſe very able Men into, ſuch as Light foot, 
and Spencer. The Cherubim were the Ai Re- 
cord, the firſt Species of Writing, [unleſs 
you will call the Garden of Eden one] Man- 
kind had given them; and are a Key to all 
that follows in the Bible about Religion and 
Philoſophy, They were ſet up in great Splen-: F 
dor, and Magaificence ; in Beauty and Ma- 
jeſty. They ſtood in the Nimbus, Cloud, or 
that awful and terrible Whirlwind, Tempeſt, | 
-|W- Darkneſs, Thickneſs of Parkneſs, with the 
9 Devouring Flames of Fire, rolling like thoſe 
oF ® in the Sun, in a perpetual Circulation, burning. 
| A OSS ref within 
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within it. Moſes, Ezekiel, and other Pro- 
phets deſcribe this majeſtic Scene to us; and 
the Artiſt was inſpired who copied the Origi- 
nal, for a repreſentative Seat of the repreſen- 
tative God, the Cherubim. At the Reinſti- 
tution of the Law by Moſes, Jehovah ſays, 
T come unto (Exod. xix. 9.] thee in a thick 
Cloud, that the People may hear when 1 
ſpeak unto thee, and believe thee for e- 
ver®. Ver. 18. Mount Sinai was altoge- 
ther on a Smoak, becauſe Fehovab de- 
ſcended pon it in Fire, and the whole Mount 
quaked greatly. [Deut. iv. 11.] The Monun- 


| Fam burnt with Fire unto the midſt of Hea- 


ven in Darkneſs, a Cloud and thick Dark- 


72/5, ' Exod. xix. 16.] There were Thunders 


and Lightnings, aud a thick Cloud upon the 
| | : 2 11 
lt is coming abruptly upon the Reader, but hope he will 
excuſe the following ſhort Extract from the L. to V. publiſhed 
in 1731, pag. 26, 27. © Yea, hath God ſaid, he ſpake b7 
*. Moſes? He did not ſpeak by Moſes; nar doth Moſes mean 
* that he did ſo; and this, Jo/ephur, a learned Few, will 
< tell you; and auhich may teach you to have more moderate 
* and qualified Sentiments concerning the divine Origin of the 
« Law, as quell as the divine Trauer of its Founder, 
«* Moſes. —And that it is your Wiſdom to believe it? God does 
« know that in the Day ye diſbelieve it, then your Eyes will 


„ he opened. Are ye not like God, knowing Gocd and Evil? 


& Have ye not Reaſon, as well as God, and can judge of 
% your own ſelves what is right or wrong? To aſſert, that 20 
* the 1 this Law are true, will ever prove a Stumbling- 
« block to Men of Underſtanding, and obſtruct the Advancement 
% of Religion, by making its Authority gueftionable and ſuſdet- 
« ed, which every one who is more ſubtil than his Neighbuur. 
* will ſooner believe, as coming from Man than God.“ There 
are above two hundred Pages of the ſame Author, to prove 
the Soundneſs of this Reaſoning ; and ſomething ſo very like it 
in Dr. Viddleton's Exam. p. i19, & ſeg. that I can't help 


| thinking the Author had his Eye upon K, 
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Mount and all the People ITY, — Fe- 
hoveh ſpake to you out of the Fire. {Deur. 
v. 23.] When ye heard the Voice out of the 
midſt of the Darkneſs, for the Mountain did 
burn with Fire, —ye ſaid, behold Jehovah 
our Covenant-God hath fhewed us his Glory, 
and his Greatneſs, and we have heard his 
Voice out of the midi of the Fire. — Now 
therefore why ſhould we die? for this great 
Fire will conſume us; for who 7s there 4 
all Fleſi that hath heard the Voice of t 
living God, » Jpeaning out of the midſt of the 
Fire, as we have, and lived? (Pal. xviii. 6.] 
He heard 1 yy Voice out of his holy Temple. 
8. There went 75 a Smoak out of his 
Noftrils, and a Fire out of his Mouth de- 
vouring, Flaſhes of Fire burnt before him. 
He bowed the Heavens and came down, 
and Darkneſs was under his Feet. —Hes 
made Darkneſs his ſecret Place round about 
him: His Pavilion 1 Waters with 
thick Clouds of the Skies, [l. 3.] Our God 
ſhall come—a Fire ſhall om before him, 
and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about 
him. Llxxxi. 7.] 1 heard thee in the ſecret Place 
of the Thunder Cloud. {xcvii. 2.} Clouds 
and Darkneſs are round about him, Righte- 
onfreſ? and Judgment the Habitation of his 
hrone. III. Ixvi. 15. ] Fehovah will come 
with Fire; and his Chariots are like the 
Whirlwind; to render his Anger with Fury, 
na bis Rebuke with Flames 4 Fire; and 
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by his, 19", deſtroying Flame, will Jehs. 
vah plead with all Fleſh. CEzek. i. 4] 4 
Whirlwind aume out of the Secret-Place. 
(See Ch. vii. 22.] The 2 Cloud, and a 
Fire infalding itſelf-—like theEye Ci. e. ſpark- 


ling] of burniſhed Braſs5—like burning Coals 


Tthe Flaſhes] of Fire—like the Appearance 
of Lamps And the Fire was bright, and 
out of the Fire went forth Lightnings.— 


The Likeneſs over the Heads of the living 


[compound] Creatures was that of the 


Firmament, like the glittering of Froſt ter- 
rible cdazling, J It is hardly 12 * to con- 
ceive the Glory, Majeſty and Terror of this 


auguſt Manife ation of the Creators of Na- 
ture, with all the Powers of Nature around 


them, the Hoſt of Heaven, ſtanding like 


Servants on their Right-hand, and on their 


i Left, attended with Thunder and with Earth- 
quake, and great Noiſe, with Storm and 


Tempeſt, and the Flame of devouring Fire. 
Such Appearances have Jchovah the high Con- 


tractors of the Covenant of Grace frequently, 


we fee, manifeſted themſelves in, to ſhew 
their Power, and that God was Governor and 
Ruler over the Agents of Nature, the Work 
of his Hands; that Work, Frame or Machine, 
which he created by a Word to ſnew his Pow= 


er, and in ſix Days framed, Step by Step, to 


ſhew his Wiſdom to Man, who can only 
learn by little and little, and who can receive 


Knowledge only thro the Inlet of his Senſes 


from | 
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from created Things, for the inviſible Things 
of God are clearly ſeen, when underſtood 
by the Things that are made, and are 
not otherwiſe to be ſeen at all. I have 
aimed at railing the Reader's Idea of the 


celeſtial Machinery ſet up at Paradiſe, in 


the Tabernacle and Temple, by laying be» 


fore him the Texts that deſcribe the Original 
this glorious Scene was drawn from, for as 
far as Art could draw it, it was drawn in 
Sold, with the help of many other Materials, 
and made the Chariot or Seat of the Cheru- 
bim. Here the Artiſt had room to diſplay 
his Skill, and it is a Scene that will fill the 
ſtrongeſt Imagination with all the Ideas of 
Power, Glory and Magnificence. Human Art 
alone was not ſufficicat for this mighty Task. 
Fehovah filled the Workmen with the Spirit 
of God in Wiſdom, and in Underſtanding, 
and in Knowledge, and in all manner of 
Morkmanſbip, to frame the Copies, as we 
read Exod. xxxi. The Reader will form an 
Idea of what was to be framed from the above 

Account; and obſerve the Phraſes it is uſually 
ſpoke of under; ſometimes a Cloud, Ii hirl- 
wind, Tempeſ.—ſometimes a Fire, that great 
Fire, devouring Fire, Flames of Fire. The 
Eloud or Tempeſt included the Fire; and the 
Fire hurnt in the Cloud, that the mention of 
one implies, the other, as the mention of the 
Cherubim alſo often includes the whole. 
Maſes mentions both to have been ſet up at 
| „7 


1 


24 The "OT TP. Il ür 
Paradiſc T Gen, iii. #/t;] God placed. td 


| oo in} af the En rance of the Garden. 


1 Cherubim, and rm £19 N. The 

me of devouring Fire mMamRann rolling 
= itſelf in perpetual Circulation. [See 
Dr. Hodges Elihu, p. 21.) E zekiel's De- 


ſcription of this Fire is, nom infolding! a 


catching itſelf, ſeſe reciprocans, and is di- 


© 


realy equivalent to the Word uſed by Moſes 8 


here for its Circulation. Daniel (Ch. vii. 9. 


deſcribes it as 4 Stream of Fire rolling forth a 


in Waves of Flame before him. 
Au, tranſlated @ Sword, is to deſtroy as 
Fire does by ſcorching, cutting . A 


ſcorching Flame, a Sword, and is applied to 


any thing that is ſo ſcorched, dried up, or 


cut off, and is the Name of the Mountain 


Horeb] where the Origin: of this Was ac- 
r ſeen. 


4 


I think it is plain now, that Moe had he 8 


ſame Machinery to contemplate: which Moſes 
laced in the Tabernacle, and Solomon in the 
Temple: And that the Chariot of the Che- 


rubim was this great Fire repreſented as burn- | 


ing and circulating into itſelf in the midſt of 
thick Darkneſs. In Ezekiet's Viſu on the Che · 
rubic compound Images appear in the midſt 


of this Fire, in [as it is expreſſed Exod. 


xxiv. 10.J the pure Subſtance of Heaven. 
J will run thro' ſome Particulars of this Yi. 


ſion, in order to explain ſome Circumſtances 


which have not yet been attended to, and- 
5 which 


4 
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which may ſerve perhaps to give the Reader a 


clearer Idea of this important Subject. Iſuppoſe 


the Reader acquainted: with Mr: Hutthinſons 
Mritings, and to have got a general Notion | 
of this ſacred Imagery. © | 


De Heavens were: opened, and 1 ſaw! 


| Viſtons of God, Ch. i. 2. Out the midſt of 


the Fire, the Likeneſs of four living r. 


5 Tares, ver. 5. 


Some chuſe to tranſlate the laſt Words: PW 
Likeneſſes, or Figures, of living Creatures, 
which comes to moth: the ſame, and ma 


then only mean the Figures of four different 
| Creatures, f. e. not four Figures of one and 
the ſame Creature: And it is concluded from 
hence, that Ezekzel ſaw four cherubic. com- 


pound Images; two were ſufficient to anſwer 


the Deſign, as we ſhall ſee preſently: And 
I think the Words above, or any elſewhere 
uſed, do not imply that there were more 
than two. In Solomons Temple, in the Holy 

of Holies; were four Cherubim, but then 

there were two Arks, and two of the fiery 
Chariots for them. There was but one Cha- 
riot in this Viſion. 

> ——And this was their Appearance, with 


the Tiakeneſs of a Man to them. 
The High Prieſt when he went in to 


ſprinkle the Blood and burn the ſweet Incenſe 


before them, muſt ſtand fo or by them, and 
this ſeems to be the Man: There wanted no 
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The Us an en 
e to repreſent him in the Holy of Holies. 


The High Prieſt was himſelf but a Figure. 


| — And Four Faces fo each es res. 
ver. 6. 

How many four Faced Images be ſaw is 
not yet mentioned, as I underſtand it. He 
ſaw four Creatures in Effigic, and by the laſt 
Expreſſion ſaw more Figures than one, cach 
of which was four-faced. 

I knew that they were the Cherubim. 
Four four Faces to 4 Ch. 1111 <3 

That is two four- faced Images; eight Faces | 
in the whole. 

And they had the Hands of a Man 7, 
their Wings on their four Sides. Ch. i. 8. 

Each Creature or fingle - Animal had a2 
Hand. 


—FAnd the four had their Face and their 
Wings, ver. 8. 


Each Animal had a Face and Wings pecu- 
liar to himſelf. 
And the Likeneſs of their Faces was the 
Face of a Man and the Face of a Lyon to , 
the right of the four; and the Face of 4 
Bull to the left of the four; and the Face © 
of an Eagle ryan to the four. Ver. 10. 


Theſe made up the four; and are the four 


living Creatures the Prophet ſaw exhibited 
in Viſion, as before. Each four-faced Figure 
was exactly the ſame, and one had been ſuf- 
fickent, had it not. been neceſſary to repre- 


ſent 


i gp 
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| ſent them as looking inward and outward 
at the ſame time, which Creatures cannot 
do, tho the Originals can. I faid that there 


were four Cherubim. in the Holy of Holies 


of Solomon s Temple; the Reader may ſee 


that, 1 Kings viii. 6,—21. The Ark made 
by Moſes had the Cherubim upon it, as the 
Cherubim made by $9/omon ſtood upon an 


Ark; Moſes's Ark and all its Apendages, 
"Mercy-ſcat, Cherubim, Chariot, Wheels and 
Throne, were brought into the Holy of Ho- 


lies, and placed before the Ark made by Solo- 


mon, and under the Wings of his Cherubim, 
which were much larger, every way grander, 
tho the ſame, only, [like the new Edition of 


2 a Bookina larger Print] Solomon Cherubim 
being taller than the other, overlooked them; 
but the High Prieſt muſt perform his Office 
upon the old Ark made by Moſes. God had 


promiſed David a Son, who was to be 
greater in the Throne than his Father, whom 
God would be more eminently with, who 
; hould build the Houſe of God, a Houſe ne- 


ver to be taken down like the Tabernacle, 
but which ſhould abide for ever; Solomon 


wWoa,a made a Figure of this Son, and knew it, 


lp 


and has here recorded it, and his Hopes of that 
Son. The Preſence of God in this Houle of-his 
which he had builr, is more eminent than that 


in the Houſe of God which his Father had ; 


and the Houſe itſelf a fixed, durable, abiding 
_ He repreſents the Superiority by a 
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fore them, that there was a higher and more 


miniſtred to as Iegal Prieſt; but that God had 
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time ſees both. 


Ia the — * G and 1 
there was one Wheel upon the Earth near 
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and the four had the ſame Likeneſs, and 


under its Wings. 


Far. . 
Here were Wer double Wheels 5 one 


| 1 Wheel within another. 
Creature was in the Wheels ;* when 77 


theſe Hood. Chap. x. 9. I looked, and bo- 
hold four-Wheels near the Cherubim 3 o 


8-2 


ee ; 3 1 5 
times repeats. he Promiſe at the Dedication 
of his Temple. The two Arks thus ſet to- 
gether, not only ſhewed him who ſtood be- 


his Eycs upon, and was overlooking, the 7 — 
ppical Service: And the Res at the * 9 


the living Creatures, to their four * 


glorious Preſence of God than that which he | 8 


their Appearance, and their Work, was as 
it were a Wheel within a Wheel, Ch. i. 15. 
So here were but four Wheels, one Wheel 
to each Face. Each of which had 2 Hand 1 


. went, theſe went, and when thoſe ſtood, * 


o Ks 5 
#7: Is. 
- E 7% 


MI heel near one Cherub, and another Wheel 5 5 s 
near another Cherub. — Ver. 13. As for 


Tell gat Shes were called in my 1 . 


l ben they Went, they went 3 their ; "2 
four Sides, N turned not When 0 —_—_ Toh, 


The Spirit of the living 1 . i 9 


Y PR R 00 HRC 0 t BY 
Ing ohr Revolution: That which reyolyes o ot 


1 5 Siteulates- Dan. vii. 9. burning Fire. ü, | 


The Wheels were a Compound of two 
7 Wheels, one within anothet, like ar Armile 
lary Sphere. The Compound is called a 
Wheel; and the component Wheels are cach 
called a Wheel. There were four of 
z theſe Compounds. The Cherub was a com- 
| pound Figure called Tn and vn, plural 
| às to its component Parts, and ng ular as a 


Compound. Each Face, Ch. i.'15. had a 
compound Wheel by it: So Ezckiz ſaw bur 


two Cherubs and four double Wheels: And 
theſe were the Wheels of the 725 Cha- 

riot, that gorgeous Repreſentation, the ſu- 
perb Piece of Machinery of the Firmament 
of Heaven, the Cherubim ſtood in. Theſe 


12 Wheels being four in number, each of the 


Faces had one. The Cherubim ſtood upon 
the Ark, at each end of it one. Two of 
the Faces looked down upon the Ark in one 
Figure; and the other two in the other Figure; 
* all four upon the Ark; and in the lame 


manner all four looked outward. Suppoſe 


now the Lyon and the Man looking inward 
bi in this Figure, and outward in the other, then 
be Bull and the Eagle in the oppoſite Figure 
be * looked inward, and outward in the firſt. 80 
„ inonc Figure the Lyon and the Man had each 
his Wheel by him, and in the other the Bull 
and the Eagle each his Wheel ;/ which is what 
the PI e ane u #0 euch Face. Had 
* . there 
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. been four Cherubs, there muſt have. 


been more than four Wheels; for each Face to 


have had one. So that in the two Chernbs, 


All four of the Faces or Perſons are repreſented 


looking outward into this World, with each 


his Hand and Face to the Wheel, as concerned 
in the Revolution, or Adminiſtration, bring- 
ing Things about to their own Mind; and all 
four are likewiſe placed, ſo as to have their 
Faces towards each other, and towards the 
Blood ſprinkled upon the Mercy-ſeat or Cove- 
ring of the Ark. There wanted four Wheels 


and two Cherubs to exhibit what was to be 


exhibited, and theſe are ſufficient, and all that 
there appears to have been of them: So that 


* 


this Viſion of the Prophet Ezekiel's is an 
exact Deſcription of what was the Furniture 


of the Holy of Hollies, of the two Cherubs, 
at each End of the Ark one, ſtanding i in the 


midſt of the Fire that burnt in the Cloud, 


framed out of Gold and Silver and Braſs, and 


whatever elſe was neceſſary to repreſent in the 


moſt affecting manner the Face, the Hubſtance, of : 
of Heaven. This Work ſtood on four double 
Wheels, that could move any way without! | A 


turning about, to the right or left, backwards 
or forwards, this or that way, as repre- * 5 : 


ſenting the Power of Motion in thoſe who 
have no need of any external Force to move 


them, but who move themſelves by a Spirit \ 


| from within, unconfined and unlimited, in 
all Tinees and at all Times when they pleaſe. 
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of PROPHECY. 


The Wheels to each of the Corners of — 

Chariot, being thus double, went with 
Eaſe any way. There is not a Circumſtance 
mentioned but had its Uſe and Deſign; and 
every way contributing to explain the Ori- 
ginals, the Heavens, and their Proto-Type, 


: f the God of Heaven, it was drawn for. 


The Canopy over their Heads, the Arch- 
Vault of Heaven, thus open d to ſhew the 
Secrets of God, was the Seat of the Throne, 
on which Chriſt ſat in his human Nature 
glorified, ſurrounded with a Rain- bow, the 
natural Deſcription, and inſtituted Memorial, 
of the Mercy promifed in him who made all 
Things clean, the everlaſting Purifier, as 
mentioned on Noah's coming out of the Ark, 
Cen. ix. 16. And the Bow ball. be in the 

_ Cloud; and I will look on it i for, or as, 
2 Memorial of the everlaſting Purifier be. 
tuen God and every living Creature of all 
Fleſh that is upon the Earth. LEzek. i. 26. 


And above the Firmament that was over 


tbeir Heads like the Appearance of a Sap- 
pybiræſtone, mas the Likeneſs of a Throne, 
"Jp "and upon the Likeneſs of the Throne, 4 


Likeneſs as the Appearance of a Man, upon 


iq 1 it above. And I ſaw as the Eye, glirrer- 
. iog (Pagn.) gy cs Flammæ, as the Ap- 
arance 0 re within it, round about 
2 the - earance of his Loins and up- 
Wards, from 2 Appearance of his 
| Loins and drunwards, EI: as the Ap- 
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| : Pearance of Fire. Ver. 28. And there u 3 
2 Brightneſs round about him, lite the Ap-) 1 
Piaarance af the Bow which is in the Cloud = Tf. 
t the Day 4485 Rain: So was the Appear- 

ance of the tneſs round about. This, 
—— 5 the Likeneſs of: ir 37 


dus the Ap 
Glory ef Fehavah': and when I ſaw it,, 
| . on ny Face. x. I. I laoted, and foul . 
Firmament over the Head of the” 
| Cherutim like a Sapphireaſtone, there a.. 
i red over them as the Appearance of: the 
Likeneſs: of 4 Throne.—19. And the Glory. 
of: the: God of | iſrael was over the Chem py” 
2 above, This is the living Creature a 
1 /aw under the God of Iſrael, and I khn 
that they were the Cherubim. Iſa. vi. 105 I EY 
ſaw the Lord ſitting on a Throne, high aud 
| | lifted up, and his 7 0 kirts, the loaſc flows  -. 
= Ing Garments, [which here was Glory, b 
1 - Fovercſt thy ſelf. with Light as with'a Gar- 
Pe al. civ..2.]—filling the Temple. Ver. 2 
= Above it ſtood. the Seraphim, each one bad OE 
 . Wings; with twain He covered his. Face, 
FF and with twain He co vered His nn oY 
xz with twain He did fi. Ko 
= The Cherubim did ſtand aha, as.we have' 4; 55 Shi 
=_ een, as well as below, the Throne 1 25 
1 xiv. 21. Do not caſt down the Thrane "thy © 3 
Glory; remember, break not thy. Covenant 
with us. The Covenant, the Perſon. it was 
made with the Conditions of it, its happy 1. 
Aſa and. e were recorded ws "& 
this 


1 Head like the: l 


e and ten thouſan 
- fand bebe of Heaven) ſtood before him. 


9 "is: Jehoval 
by Glory, on a 'T s 
oh b its beautiful Colours from one 

the fiery Kreer ifluing ene — colling” 
in perpetual Waves,” till confined by the 

a l Cloud above, and 1 in re 


this Throne. Dane 0 deſcribes: 4. Tiirbne 
| "all — Chap. vii. 9. 71beheld till. 
the Throne h was ſet up not caſt down 
aud the Antient of Days did ſit; whoſe Gar. 
ment wits white as Snow, and the Hair of his 
: e Wool : His Throne was 
'_  #heficry Flame; bis Wheels the burning Fire. 
-,- 7 55 Stream iſſued und came forth from 
= Lamas Thouſand thouſands mmiſtered ; 

d times ten thou-- 


Drivers [of the Chas. 


PC, lxviii. 18. The na 


riot of + God are: ten thouſand times ten 
5 een thouſands thouſands : Th he Lord 3 


i in them at Sinai i in the Holy: 


5 appears from theſe Cirariohs — the | 
„the God-Man, or Man in 


arone, within the Rainbow 


Hing back upon itſelf, 
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f Zhariot of the Cherubic Figures; 
and this Chariot the Throne of the King, 
FJiebovab of Hoſts: And the Rainbow the 
Memorial of the Merc 
Nu is upholden in Prov. xx..28:] Ezekiel ; 
directly includes it in his Deſcription — 
tions all theſe Particulars, and then Lays, 1 ED 
kae that they were the Cherubim. The 
; Tho Chernbim then,” we ſee, includes the 


, the Throne of the © 
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3 8 much more muſt- the Cherubim 4 8 
the Fire; therefore I conclude, that the whole 


was ſet up at Paradiſe, under the Terms of 
the Cherubim, and the Flame of devouring 


Fire rolling upon itſelf. The Scene exhibited 


— the Covenant of Grace, and the Parties in 


It is a Diſpiay of Righteouſneſs, Fudg- 


205 and Mercy. Chriſt performing all 


Righteouſneſs, taking the Throne of judg- 
ment, and ſo inveſted with Power to execute 
| Vengeance on his Enemies, and ſhew. Mercy 


_ unto thoſe who have loved his Name. It is 


_ alſo ſoplainly deſcribed, that it was impoſſible _ 
not to take it; and impoſſible to think that 


thoſe who had it, for whoſe Uſe it was ſet up, 


did not underſtand it: If God ſet it up for 


Adam, and that he did do ſo is aſſerted by 


Moſes in very comprehenſive Words, the 
Ute he was to make of it needs no proving ; 


nor doth it need proving that he did. uſe it. 
| Scripture, when conſtrued by itſelf, needs no 


Authority to ſupport what it ſays; it is its 
own: however the Reader may ſee a great 


* 


many in the Writings of the learned Men be- 


fore referred to; I mall cite one from Ire- 


nus in Dr. Hodges Rlibu, where the Che- 


* 


rubim are called he Images of the. Buſeefs 
of the Son of God, [eixwyss r in a Note, 


pf p. 39. mpaynugThH2s Tv viy Ts Ow,] Eæekiel fel! 


down before them and worſhipped, and ſo 
will the far greater Part of the infidel Objec- 
tions * — Hence we learn 

that 


"of PROPHECY. | 35: E 
that the Law began with Adam; that Pro- 
„Prieſt, and Sacrifice, in ſhort that every 


2 - 


Perſon who ated, and every Rite in the 


Law, was to deſcribe, perſonate, and repre- 


ſent to Sight him who was to come. That 


they, as the Law ſays, all ated, and were 


. ated, in his Name. In the midſt of this 
Light, the leaſt ſeemingly trifling Hint called 


him whom all Things were made for, to 


their Sight. They were the Sum and Sub- 


| ſtance of the Law. Nor is there any Reaſon 


to think they were ever after without them. 


Learned Men have told us, upon the Au- 


thority of the greateſt Liars the World ever 


3 the wickedeſt and moſt beſotted, 


not one of whom lived (I think) till near 


two hundred Vears after the Deſtruction of 
the ſecond Temple, that the Cherubim, and 
their Appendage, were wanting to that Temple. 
That thoſe very ones, made by Moſes, were 
in the fecond Temple, is hardly to be diſ- 


puted, from Exra i. 7. and v. 14. The e 
ſels alſo 95 DN of Gold and Silver of the 
_ Houſe of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took 


out of the Temple that was at Feruſalem, 
and brought them into the Temple of Ba- 


 bylon, thoſe did Cyrus the King tale out ef 


a the Temple of Babylon and ſaid Go, carry 
; themintothe Temple t hat is in Feruſalem, and 
let the Houſe of God be builded in his Place. 


In this firſt Chapter, the ſmaller Sort of theſe 


_ facred Utenſils are reckoned up to the Number 


. c 1 


e 
n 
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of two thouſand four e ef ninety- 1 
nine, but the whole Number brought = 
were five thouſand and four hundred; 3 ſo that 
the remaining two thouſand nine hundred 
and one, may very well include the ſeveral 
Parts that compoſed the larg ger Veſſels, under. 
Which Phraſe the Cherubim are often ſpoke > 
of. 1 Kings viii. 8. After mentioning. the 
placing theſc Cherubim of Moſes in the Holy 
of Holies, adds, and there WW they will be. 
at that Day. | Which ſeems to me an Aſſer- 
tion that they ſhould be there when Chriſt 
came; and that they were ſo, I think, Dr. 
Hodges has made appear very plain. They | 
were the head, which could not ſubſiſt with» 
dut the Body ; and we haye had fatal Expe- 
» ricnce that the Body could not ſubſiſt without 
the Head, from the little leſs than blaſphem- 
ous Accounts to be met with in our moſt. 
eminent Writers of the Laws of God, and Re- 
ligion of the Fews. LSee L. to . where 
you may meet with much to this Purpoſe. 
How common is it with even our moſt eſteem- 
ed Champions of the Chriſtian Cauſe, to tell 
us, that Chriſt came to ſhew us another Way 
of obtaining Forgiveneſs of Sins, ro pre. 
ſeribe Rules of greater Purity and Holineſs, 
by way of Preparation for greater Degrees 
of Happineſs and Glory, not content with 
- laying in Abrahams Boſom, but confide "IE 
that he muſt BY, in one of theirs“ 1 


of PROPHECY: 37 
The tracing up the Law to Eden, * ſhew-. - 
5 ing the Connection and cloſe Union bet wixt 
it and the Cherubim, ſince all the materia! 
Parts of the Law muſt firſt haye been executed, 
before the Prieſt could ſprinkle the Blood to 
the Cherubim, is a Point of Conſequence; 
and what puts the Diſpute about the Uſe and 
Intent of Prophecy upon a quite different. 
footing than has been uſually apprehended. 
or at leaſt than has been ſo for ſome Years: . 
paſt. - And there is ſo much Evidence in the 
Bible, in the Cuſtoms, Cerenionies, Hiero- 
glyphicks, and Writings of the Heathens to 
prove the early Inſtitution of the Law and 
the Cherubim, with ſo many Authorities 
from Jewiſb and Chriſtian Writers to 
this Purpoſe, cited by Mr. Hutchinſon, that 
it will coſt ſome Pains to evade the Force of 
this Evidence; and the Conſequence from 
it, that, where the Cherubim was, the Law 
was alſo. They ſtood at Eden, here there- 
fore, if we can get no further, will we be-+ 
gin our Chain of Prophecy; and fanciful, as 
Dr. Middleton may think it, he will find that 
neither his Slight nor Strength can move it. 
It has Subſtance enough to bear all the 
Weight, the Length of ſome thouſands of 
| Years. may be ſuppoſed to give it, and all 
that Infidel Objections can lay upon it be- 
. 1/aiah refers us to the Law and theſe 
A pure, _ viii. 20. To the. Lau and 
; * 


38 A ber 2 mu d. 


Teſtimony if they ſpeak not according ” 


this Word, (of Prophecy) it is becauſe there 
is no Li ih in them. And thither I refer 
this Dilpare, that the Word of Prophecy be- 
gun with Adam, and continued in one un- 
Interrupted Chain till Chriſt . came. The 


Church was always viſible, and always hay- 


ing theſe ſtanding Oracles, always knew of, 
and always expected, and were always a 


ſpeaking of the Meſſiah the Chriſt, for the 


ſame Reaſon, and from equal Evidence, with 
that which Chriſtians do it upon now. 


This Extenſion of it into the Antedilu- 


c vian Ages can ſerve no other End, but 
© to envelope a plain Queſtion of Fact in 
« Clouds and Myſtery, which may afford 
c more Ground indeed for a fanciful Genius 
er to build its airy Caſtles upon; but none at 


< all, on which we can raiſe any ſolid or | 


_ © ſatisfactory Argument.” Exam. p. 23. 
The Caſe is juſt the reverſe ; the break- 
| ing the Chain from the Oracle, has enveloped 


the plaineſt Queſtion of Fact in Clouds and 


Darkneſs; and afforded Ground enough for 
every idle Fancy to play with the Scriptures, | 


7 


and build its airy Caſtles upon 3 and the e, 


tending it thither again will quite overturn all 
thoſe airy Caſtles. The Doctor has not the 
true State of the Caſe before him, nor has 


he, do I believe, looked into the Evidence? \ 
neither his Twl his Wit, nor his Eloque ce „ 


4 


5 PROPHECY: aw 


an help him out here. They are plain 
Queſtions of Fact I build upon. That the 
Cherubim, as above, were inſtituted at Eden, 
conſequently that che Law began there. That 
Chriſt was ſo plainly deſcribed in 'the Ma- 
chinery at Paradiſe, in the Perſonators and 
perſonated Parts in the Law, that what he 
Was to be, was as well known before the 
Flood as fince. We have the Law wrote by 
Moſes, before whom there was no Writing, 
and from thence'we learn, what thoſe Things 
were, which are ſpoken of under their gene- 
ral Names, and uſual Titles, and ſaid to have 
been in Uſe before. The Word of Prophecy 
is a burning and a ſhining "Light, and is the 
Light they would do well to take heed to, 
whom God has called out of the Darkneſs the 
World lies in, till the everlaſting Day dawn, 
and the Day-Star himſelf, the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, the Glory of God and the Lamb, do 
ſhine in their Hearts, a perpetual Light: and 
it would be a criminal Partiality in me not 
to acknowledge, that I do agree with the 
Doctor in his general Interpretation of the Text 
out of St. Peter, which directs us t take heed 
to this marvellous Light; that it is a Light, a 
ſtrong and blazing Light to us, whilſt we are 
walking in the Darkneſs of this World; not 
2 faint and glimmering Light, becauſe it ſhines 
In a dark Place, but for that very Reaſon 
© Placed in it, as ſufficient to enlighten all that 
are in the Houſe, and all the Darkneſs that Will 
| compre- 
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ſhip's main Argument of The Uſe and Inteut 
F Propheey, nor his Wiſdom. in extending 


the Chain of Prophecy into the antediluvian 
Ages, and placing the Beginning of that 
Chain where the Law and Prophets, Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles direct us to look for it. Ano- 
ther main Pillar of his Lordſhip's beautiful 
Structure ſtands alſo unſhaken, the Connet- 
ion betwixt Prophecy and Sacriſice, and fo 
I paſs on to p. 139. of the Examination, 
where this is objected to, poſtponing for a 


few Pages, what the Doctor objects to the 
State of Man before the Fall, that what comes 


in upon that Head may ſtand together ; this 
about Sacrifice relating to che Sub) ect we are 
now upon. 

he bringing in of ee frm his 
« Lordſhip, as cited here, was not the only 
«© Change made in the State of Religion, oc- 
< caſtoned by the Fall. Sacrifice came in at 
< the ſame Time, as appears by the Courſe 
« of the Hiſtory :* to which the Doctor adds, 


This he ſuppoſes to have been of divine In- 


ſtitution; 2% the Text gives not the 4 
Hint of any ſuch Origin. 

It is Abels Sacrifice which God ac; ted 
While he rejected that of Cains, which — 
Queſtion is about. The Doctor has nere 


* 


ee at . Text, or 2 he could not ay _— 9 ) 


A g 


coniſtrues them. Without entering into the 


Diſpute, what the Number of the Days was, 


at the End of which he brought his Sacrifice, 


or from what Ara he was to begin the 
Reckoning, it is plain that both the Era and 


Number of the Days was ſettled, becauſe he 
knew the End of them was come; and the 
Appointment of the End of the Days is cet- 
tainly a ſtrong Hint, that what was to be 
done at the End of thoſe Days was appoint- 
ed likewiſe; and if, neither Reaſon nor Na- 
ture, the never. failing Argument on other Oc- 
ſions, could poſſibly teach him, that God 
would be pleaſed with the Blood of a Brute 
Creature, then here is more than a Hint that 


God did appoint the Days, and what he was 


to do at the End of them. But the Text 
doth not poſi tively ſay it, not was there any 
Occaſion ; Mofes hath revealed the Inſtitution 
of the Law in expreſs Words before this; 
and the Sacrifice of Cain and Abel is not 
mentioned to teach us the Origin, nor to 
ſhew us the continued Uſe (rhough it does 
ſhew the laſt Particular] of Sacrifice, but that 
God, who ſaw ſomething wrong in the Heart 
of Cu rejected the Sacrifice, and Sacrificer, 
ſetting him aſide às Prieſt; however, ſuſpend- 
ing g his Authority and Office, and for a Time 


ſußbſtituting his Brother in his Room, taking 
| "this as a proper Method of proving him; 
| mercifully drawing out the Root of Bitter- 
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neſs, and humbling him, as it did in the End, ; 


and bringing him toa true godly Sorrow; Man 
ſaw not the State of Cains Heart, and Cain 
mig ght not himſelf be aware of it, the Heart 
15 deceitful above all Things; his Pride and 
Preſumption appeared as ſoon as he was put 


to the Trial; his Rage and Impatience, by lay- 
ing violent Hands, in this Fit of Jealouſy, on 


his own Brother. Can it be ſuppoſed he had 
no Remorſe of Conſcience? No penitent 
Thoughts upon what he had done? God's 


pardoning his Life implies, he was fit to be 


pardoned, tho temporal Puniſhment was ne- 


ceſlary, both for God's Honour, and his own 


future Good. Fooliſhneſs is bound in the 
Heart, but the Rod of Correction ſhall drive 
it away. God degrades him from that Ho- 


nour, then entailed on the Firſt-born, the 


Jealouſy of loſing which occaſioned his Fall, 


the Prieſthood; drove him out from the Pre- 
ſence of Fehovah, that Preſence or Faces ex- 


hibited in the Cherubim, which he was now 


no more to ſtand before. Cain acknowledges 
his Sin to be too great to be forgiven, ſub- 
mits patiently to che Sentence, as ſenſible of 
his own Unworthineſs, and God's Juſtice | 
and Goodneſs, of which before, he had nota 


true and proper Senſe: But Abel's natural 
Life was the Price of this Reformation ; 


and perhaps there will be Objections raiſe 
ON chat Head. 
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« The learned Spencer, who had conſider- 
« ed this Queſtion, as accu rately perhaps as 
any Man, expreſly rejects it, and maintains, 
that the Rite of acrificing did not de. 
ve its Birth from any Command af 
„ 

The Doctor ſets out with telling us, that 


40 


+ * 
3 


pm on % 


| it it has been his Cuſtom to recur 5 to the 


Scriptures, as the common Source of all re- 


ligious Principles to Chriſtians ; they ſhew 


us that the Rite of ſacrificing 2roſe from 
a divine Command, and. was deſigned as a- 
Picture of the great Atonement for Sin; and 
he cannot but know, that if Authority i is to 


determine ir, and if it be not, what is Sper- 


cer cited for? I ſay, if we are to poll for it, 
the Affirmative is ſure of carryiug it, by a 
great Majority; at the Head of whom ſtand 
all the Prophets and inſpired Men of the Old 
and New Teſtament both: 1 have collected 
their Suffrages, in An Eſſay on the third 


Chapter of Geneſi 7s; to which I refer, far 


g from thinking it done ſo well there, as by 


many others; but becauſe, in referring to it 


as my own, I refer to it for the Argument, 


not Authority; and, I am apt to think, 
could the Doctor have produced one plauſible 


8 or Text, againſt the divine Origin of 


Sacrifices, we ſhould have had it inſtcad of 
an A uthorit ty, which as far as his Expe- 
rience has reached, he tells us, he has ever 


ound 4 treacherous Guide to a 5 earcher after 
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Truth. [Exar. * 2.— “ Tet * Text 1. | 


«ſelf yields not the leaſt Intimation con- . 
. cerning Chriſt, or a Redeemer. of Man. 
« kind, nor a ſingle Word about the Uſe, In- 


«rent, or Dur, of cn, Exam. p. 


If the Doctor will examine the Words; he 
will find it does; D. he may ſee, is regu- 


larly derived from MN, and ſignifies Reſt, 


Quiet: as a Noun with the d, that which 
gives Reſt or Quietneſs, as from Anger or 
Hatred: int. al. See Egek. xvi. 42—xxiv. 

13. and elſewhere, So will 1 make my Fury 
towards thee to reſt, and my Fealonſy ſhall 
depart from thee, and 1 will be quiet, and 
be no more angry. This is a very proper 
Word for what we tranſlate a Gift or Preſent, as 
it ſignifies a Pac:fication; which is ſomething 
fo near the Word Atonement, in Senſe, that 
we may well think that Abel brought his Of. 


-  fering as an Atonement. - But ſuppoſe this 


Text did not give any Hint of this Nature, 
if others do, it is juſt the ſame thing 3 


the Prophets were but the Scribes, the Holy 


Spirit the Inditer, the holy Men of God ſpa le 
as they were moved bythe Holy Ghoſt: And 
if one Text doth not by itſelf fully explain 
the Meaning of any particular Rite, its Cir- 
cumſtances, Origin, or the Senſe of the ge- 


neral Title given it, if others do, we have the 


fame Privilege of comparing any one Part - | 


of the Bible with * other, to come at the 


Meaning 
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i Meaning of it, as we have of cedftuiog any 
prophane Author's Meaning in this Place, by 
the Meaning of the ſame Words in ano» 
ther; and conſidering that Man may forget 
what he has ſaid before, but that God cannot, 
our Criticiſms, in this Way, on Scripture, 
will be proportionably more certain, than 
thoſe on any human Author. And this I 
ſhall lay down as a Datum, till 1 ſee Reaſon 
to recede from it, That we may ſafely con- 
clude that to be the Senſe, Meaning, or In- 
tent of any Rite or Ceremony in one Part of 
the Bible, which we find it to have in another, 
wleſs there be any Exceptions to be proved 
from the Text itſelf; by Text meaning not 
one but any Text. Sacrifice, e. g. Believers 
and Unbclicvers both uſed this Rite; and the 
Text hath given Information enough, that 
they had different Views, and different Ob- 
jects, in this Act of Worſhip: but not one 
ſingle Hint that Believers ever had. I need 
not cite the Texts that ſay, Sacrifice prefigured N 
Chriſt, and that God appointed it, which 
would be abſolutely falſe, if it was the In- 
vention of Man, and had no Relation to 
Chriſt. Chriſt is called the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the Sins of the World: 
the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the 
morld. Which would not be true, had their 
Eambs taken away Sin; or had not a Lamb 

been ſlain as a Figure, from the very Firſt, 
. he Doctor 9 1 underſtand AN right] en- 
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ters his Caveat againſt the Claim I am now 
making, as in the Paſſage immediately under 
Conſideration, the Text itſelf yields not 
the leaſt Intimat ion concerning Chriſt, or a 
Redeemer of Mankind, nor a- jingle Word 
about the Uſe, and Intent or Duty of ſa- 
crificing. The like Reflection he frequently 
makes on other Occaſions; and ſo I enter my 
Proteſt againſt his Caveat, and deſire a Hearing 
before we be debarred a Privilege ſo agree- 
able to the Reaſon of the Thing, and the Na- 
ture of the Writer; which in ſhort, is no 
more, than that the ſame Words ſignify the 
ſame Thing in one Place of the Book, as 
they do in another; and thus I conclude that 
Abels Mincha was the ſame as Moſes's, and 
that he had the ſame Deſign and the ſame 
Object, in this Act of worſhip ; tho the Text 
itſelf, as ſuppoſed, ſhould neither tell us the 
Object he offer d to, nor his Intent. Many 
have been induced to aſcribe the Reaſon of 
God's rejecting Cains Offering to a Defect in 
it, becauſe it was (only) of the Fruit of the 
Ground; not conſidering that the Mincha 
always was ſo; and that it was of as much 
Importance as any other Part of their Church 
Service; and always put upon a level with 
- ___ Gaerifice, as of equal Conſequence: The Houſe 
5 of Eli, faith God, ſball not be purged with 
Sacrifice nor Offering for ever. Lev. vi. 20, 
there is mention of a Mincha of the Fruit f 
the Ground, which the Prieſt was to offer unto 


the 2 over as han all ah 25 K 
| — e tenth. part of an ah of fine 
Flower for a 1 = balf of it in 
the Morning, and half thereof at Night—Is 
was to be made with Oil, and prepared by 
Fire, ſo as to be fit for Food. Cain s Mincha 
Was of this Sort of the Fruit of the Ground; 
Which he offered as Prieſt, and which the 
Prieſt was to procure for himſelf; and there- 
fore I ſuppoſe it is ſaid, that he cultivated, 
the Ground, and raiſed the Fruits he was to 
compoſe his Mincha of: The People ſupplied 
the Sheep, &c. for the ordinary or extraordi- 
nary Sacrifices, the ſtated ones, or which were 
offered for their. Sin, Treſpaſs, or free. will 
Offerings: and therefore 1 luppoſe Abel had 
taken care for ſome for that Purpoſe for 
himſelf, and was a Keeper of Sheep. Whe- 
ther Abels was a Conſecration Sacrifice, 
where the Fat was taken off, and together 
with the right Shoulder and Breaſt, firſt 
waved, and lifted up to Jehovah, then with 
the Mincha put into the Hands of the Per- 
ſon who came to be conſecrated, and after 
that burnt upon the Altar till its Fume aſcend- 
ec, with the Mincha upon it; or whether it 
was a Sin offering; will make no great Dif- 
ference: but it ſeems by the Wording, to be 
the Firſt, becauſe the Conſecration-Sacrifice 
, to have been the only one, where the 
Mincha was laid upon the Sacrifice, and 
burnt together: ſo that the whole might not 


impro- 


* be called abs: that! Ng qe 
Abels Sacrifice is worded—and Abel he 4% 
brought MDD of a Firſtling of his 1 
and 5 — Fat thereof and febou. go 
Neſpect unto Abel and to his Mincha. 
Abel had been now conſecrated, 28 Cam. 
the elder Brother it is ſuppoſed had been. Perl 
time before, the Acceptance of a Mincha from 
the one, which he brought as a new made Prieſt, 
and refuſing it from the other, Which be © 
offered in right of being Prieſt and the eldeſt 
or chief Prieſt, was a plain Declaration, and _ 
enough to account for the Diſguſt it gave the 
elder Brother, whoſe Heart not being right, 
his Faith weak, and human Paſſions predo- 
minant, was wicked enough to be angry 
with God and his Brother inſtead of himſelf; - - 
and Cain was very wroth, and his Counte- 
nance fell; but God who ſaw ſome good in 
him, expoſtulates with him,. hy art 
« thou wroth at others and not at thyſelf? 
« If thou hadſt done well, wonldſi thou 
not have found Acceptance? Should I not 
t have accepted thee, hadſt thou been in no 
Fault? But if thou baſt not done well, Sin 
« ſieth at the Door, at the Door of the Sin- 
< ner, not the Innocent; thou, and not thy 
$6 Brother, art to blame, for unto thee war 
his Defire, on thee was his Hope, his 
<< Expectation, and thou ruledſt over him m, 
* he ſubmitted to thee, as the Perſon wWuS 
1 male Atonement for bim; he did right, but 
2 tho 
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thou has done wrong“ Cain ee 
1 his Heart was too ſituboth 3 his 
Pride was piqued; and inſtead of going back; 
: ne relelves 0 ſh' on n Cain De ®: - 
|  rook nie Reſolution agdinſt Abel his Bios 
Fils, That — 2 they d b 
| that Cat To up again 0 
3 oe. ths * | 
_ — as to its Specie — 
= It ſhould have been; what was wanting or, 
wherein was it he did not do well The Heattas 
I take it, and not the Gzf7 was defettive. Faith 
r ered a more full 
or perfect Sacrifice than 4 From theſe 


Words, it is plain that Faith was the Comple-. 


ment to Abels Sacrifice; which Cain s want- 


ed. Aud from hence 1 draw two Conclu- 


fions more: 1½, That no Sacrifice was ul} | 
fret without Faith; and '24/y, That 
Cain nad offered Ovoia, à Sacrifice as well as 
1 Mincha, though the latter only be men- 

oned to have not been reſpected; the Rea - 
9 of Which as L apprehend, was, becauſc he 
offered this, in the Character of Prieſt, for him» 

_ ſelf 5 in which Character God ſaw. Reaſon for a 
While to overlock him; and as he let his Paſ- 
ions drive him to that pitch of Madnefs, as to 
ſtain his Hands with his Brother's Blood, de- 
| me euere e ad drove him out, 5 


3 28 
i n-tv a ee beoſt, DG con- 
fig, N voluit. 2 Som, . 16. Concerts 82 4 
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its "Mouth ou receive a Brother's l 


his Hands, and ſo from the Profengeunt's God, 
_ exhibited-by.the Machinery of the Cher 
and the Flame of Fire in the Cloud 3 with a 


VLin (as he did to, Moſes, -. 
which he might prove his Pardon, as the other 


Place for the dedicated or conſecrated, both \ 


1 nerubim, 


further Declaration that he never would ac: 
cept the Fruit of the Ground from him 
again; If thou” tilleſt the Ground, «it 3 


— Henceforth yield unto thee its Stre: 


Cain. was now conquered 3 his Heart was - 
broke; the dreadful. A& he had been guilty of - 


ſhewed him how weak and frail a Creature he 
was; he confeſſes his Sin and Cain ſaid: un- 
to Jehovah, my Tniquity is too great to be 
Forgiuen; then ſubmiſſively repeats the Sen- 


But as lam 
ec thus driven ſrom thy Face, fro thy Pro- 


tence upon himſelf, and adds 


15 tection as thy Servant who ſtood before 
10 thee, any one that findeth me more parti 


** 
** 
— 


4, 


te cularly the avenger of Blood] will Har me., 


God promiſes. to take a ſeven · fold Vengeance 
of him, who ſhould diſpute the Pardon he 


gave Cain a 


had given him; and Zehovah 


od. iv.) by 


his Miſſion. Cain made no Pretence to the 
Birtbright afterwards; but as ſoon as he got 
a Son after this, he dedicates him, and found- 
ed a City, and called. it by the ſame Name, a 


Perſon and Things, to be ſettled in; we find 
his Poſterity ſoon e for ſeveral Arts, 


« "Fi which | 


Which the 3 of i inniratitis for Pug, | 
| Rives.” that glorious Machinery, ſet up at 
Baen, would lead them to but to return 
to one wo ſeems to be going in the Way of 
Cain; whoſe Paraphraſe on this Part of Serip- 
| rure and mine, differ yery widely. ——- - . 
% How canſt thou be ſo fooliſh, as to 
© jmagine; that 1 ſhould be pleaſed with ſuch 
— 9 Offerings, and vain Offices of thy Duty to 
eme as theſe? Both not 7% Reaſon teach 
5 thee, that as long as thou doſt well, 
&* thou wilt ſurely be accepted by me, whe- 
» ther thou lacrificeſt or not Bhd TEM. 
b. 144 
Reaſon could not * 1 Man any 
thing abour 'God at firſt, or on What footing 
he ſhould be accepted after the Fall, without 
Information from God : much leſs could Rea- 
Jon, unleſs it was ſuch an one as the Devil 
| -=_ to Eve, have taught him now that he 
ſhould be accepted, whether he ſacrificed or not. 
_ God had wo « He would not accept him 


- - <-without'a Sacrifice,” but Reaſon tells him, 


God would accept him whether he ſacrificed 
Eu or not, faith Dr. Middleton; and diſputes 
God's ſaying ſo. And p. 146. hath a very inde- 
cent Sncer at that learned Prelate, long the En- 
vy and Scourge of Infidels, the preſent worthy 

Biſhop of London, for aying, there was a pro- 

0 Pheric Senſe in the Sacrifice of Abel: in which 

And ſeveral other Places of his Exam. the Doctor 
5 carirely' drops the 4-3 Gentleman, a yr - 

<4 racer 
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| TaQer. he yn, | piques himſelf po 
which he e to difclaim—* 


 phetic Senſe in the Sacrifice of Abel. % 
gave St. Paul that uſeful Hint, whe! 


1 s 
„ | 
EO M 4 * 
$ 8 | F 
—— i: 


and takes up that 


the angry. 9 5 
ve his 
of. 4 pro- 
Who 
2 Heb. Th Abel 4 $3 
Jo, eb. xi. 4. That A it, Abel bein 
t ſpeaketh——the Senſe of all the 17 85 | 
and Prophecics, Faith-in the Lamb 7 God? 
Our Load calls Abel a 1 0 Like xi. 50. 
The Blood of all the Prophets—from the 
Blood of 4325 to the Blood of Zacharias. 


hay 1 at leaſt à uſcful Hint, 


And why chen might not bis. Kare have 


a prophetic Senſe iu it? 
hope I have now ſaid enough to give the 
i a juſt Notion of the moſt material 
Objections to the Biſhop's juſtly celebrated Diſ- 
courſes concerning the Uſe and Intent of the 


Seripture Prophecies, conſidered in the com- 


prehenſive Scheme of them deduced from the 
Fall of Adam; and that there is good Reaſon 


of joining. Sacrifice and Prophecy together, 


the Intent of both being the ſame; and ſhall |. 
now turn myſelf to the remaining Part which 


concerns the State of Man before te 
Fall; deſiring the Reader to recollect what 1 


have before obſerved concerning the Uſe of 
Prophecy, as it was actually taught and prac; 


tiſed by * his Apoſtles, and the Evany | 


geliſts. 
Iſt. That in preaching the Goſpel to | : 
Jews, * * _ to the Old 
Teſtament 


ut. 


k0ÞAEGY, 


ecord ſufficiently plain « * 


"4 ſelf ge. e deciſwe Evidence, in one 


continued Chain, from Adam, ot; all, _ | 


1 Chciſtian is required to believe. 


"2d1y,- Thar in cheir Search and Allegasuns 


of. this Evidence, they refer to all the Pro- 


phecies from the Foundation of the World, 
beginning with | Moſes (who has recorded 
what happened before his own Time) and e- 


plaining in all the Seriprures, . an 
concerning Chriſt. 


From theſe two 888 it ll | 


that the Doctor is not acquainted with the 
true ſtate of the Caſe; and that when he calls 


Types and Prophecies © fanatical Conceits, | 


and enthuſtaitic Fancies—— Monſters in the 
* Clouds, or the typical Figures of Moun- 
40 tains, Caſtles, Beaſts and Men.” He hath been 
ſpeaking Evil of theſe Things which he knows 
not, preſumptuouſly decrying all the Methods 
it hath pleaſed God to take of deſcribing 
what Chriſt was to be, to ſuffer, and procure 


for us; and that it is our Zuſineſs therefore to 


take things as we find them, and treat them 
agreeably to their Nature, neither aſcribing 


a divine Character to what is common and 
natural, nor denying a due Reverence to what 


s Sacred and Divine. I borrow the Doctors 
ords, Exam. p. 152. 1 


He concludes this part of his notable Pic. 8 


courſe, % That the Authority of the Goſpel, 


7 a8 far as it Is * on 3 reſts 
on 
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* on thoſe ſingle and independent Pike,” Ws: 


"tions, which ate delivered here and there, 


in the Law and the Prophets.” ' And adds, 


e It muſt be confeſſed however, that the Au- 


* thor, a gainſt whom the Biſhop's Diſcourfes 


are lere led, has alledged eee firong, 

n even unanſerable Obfetrions to ſome. 
« f them, which are cited by the Eyan- 

<< geliſts in Proof of the Miſſion" of "Jeſus, 


. as being of too looſe and precarious a Na- 


ture, to build any ſolid Argument upon.“ 
Jam ready to conteſt that Point with the 
Doctor, if he doth not think himſelf too 
8 a Man to enter the Liſts with one of ſo 


little note as myſelf, His vaſtly ſuperior 


Abilitics give him all the Adyantage the moſt 
unfair Adverſary would deſire, ' and more 
than a Man of his Candour and Ingenuity | 


would chuſe? But then his Task will be the 


eaſier; the Victory will coſt him the leſs | 


Pains, tho it will procure him the leſs Glory. 


I own, I expect to be paſt over in that Silence 
which the Advocate, though not the Cauſe, 


#; 


ſo well deſerves: and if I am pert any where, 


it is partly to provoke his Animadverſion, and 
partly, the LBICACE of his own en 6 ; 


The State 87 Religion befor the Fall. 
Eder Religion 1 have 'made my Objec: | 


|. tion to already, et valeat quantum JG 


poteſt, and ſuppoſe with his Lordſhip, 28 
Ties Exam. p. 102 ] v that Man came per. 


. * 


et ſeck out mk] . of 1 en. | 
« furviſhed with. ſufficient I 
perform his Duty without an Admonifher | 
e at every turn at his Elbow 3” but not that 
this Light was natural, or that any Law, as 
the Doctor words it in the next Page, was 
< implanted in the very Frame of Man at his 
„ Creation, pointing out to him his chief 
Good and Happineſs, and enabling him to 
x acquire it, becauſe no ſuch Law was or 
Could be; it ſuppoſes Man really capable of be- 
ing like Cod in knowing Good and Evil. The 
| Soul is Tabula raſa, and gets all it knows 
thro the Body; ſo there is no Law implanted 
jn the Soul, The Appetites of the Body at ae- 
chanically, and we know what they can teach 
us, . as brute Beaſts; and they lead us 
to 0 Good or Happineſs higher, than theirs. 
In Truth, it is not poſlible to conceiye 
| cc him to have been placed upon this Earth, by 
God, without being furniſhed with natural 
Powers proper to ſupport and. preſerve him 
'« in that Perfection of his Nature in which he 
« was originally created; yet in this hiſtorical 
Narration, we cannot diſcover the leaft 
Trace ofany natural Law, nor ofany Religion, 
« which Reaton could teach. Exam. p. 103. 
It is ſo far from being impoſſible to con- 
ceive Adam without ſuch natural Powers; 
that he could not poſſibly, naturally have 
ſuch Powers. The Perfection of Man's Na- 
ture conſiſts not in having a Law implanted 
in him „pointing out to him his chief Good: 
TO „ | this 


ight, to Gantt | 
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1 h hs a N a his Fonilny of Adar . 
he could not then be a free and moral Agent. 
Natural Powers would exert themſelves ne- 
ceſlarily and conſtantly as we find they do. 
Ihe Eye, while it is a natural Power, admits 
the Light, the Noſe ſmells, and the Palate 
taſtes, without Leave from, or Merit to us. 
We may cloſe: our Eye: lids, and hold our 
N oſe 3 but then iti is evident there cou be no 

ligion or Merit in acting ſo. agreeably to 
the Impulſes of our natural Powers, as to 
open the Eyes to the Light, or give the Noſt 
laut to take in an agreeable Smell; and what 
other natural Powers have we, but ſuch as 
theſe in the Body? And what other in the 
Soul, but taking in Ideas through the Body 


and diſtinguiſhing one from the other, which | 


are no Law, no Knowledge, but of Matter. 
till they are compared with the Things above ? 
And this cannot be done till the Things above 


are, by their help brought down, and into 


the Mind: and this the Mind cannot do for h 
itſelf, nor the Senſes of the Body for it.“ 
Me cannot diſcover the leaſt Trace ofany 
e natural Law.” No! natural Law is a 
Thorn which Imagination hath tranſplanted N 
from into the Souls of OO Wen ; it ne. 
ver grew in the Field of God. =. 
„ Nor 


3 to W „ N 
A Creed founded on Truth and Common Senſe, by John Dive, 


where he may ſoon be convinced what natura] Religion, natural 
La, and natura! Conſeitice are. I might refer to many 
others, but there is nothing in this, but wha: I think fenſib 
even a by ſo weak a * mine. e 


* 
A 1 *F 


. af PRO HRO v. 
% Nor of any Religion which Reaſon 5 
could reach.” WS + te ” 5 
Reaſon can bench no Religion; it was no 
deſigned to teach but to be taught: 
one of us is moſt groſly miſtaken; . is 
the: firſt Principle, I would willingly: join 
iſſue upon. Reaſon can, and where, Pride 
doth not blind it, will enable Man to be 
taught Religion 5 ir is the Seholary not the 
5 No: EY Th 3 
A Reaſon ad 3 appear. to been be | 
« 10 Rule in the'Paradifiacal State. ibid. 
+ They were not made for Rule; Nature was 
made for a Setvant to Man; and Reaſon was 
to enable him to · come under the. Rule. of 
God, to receive directions: not ſer himſelf 
up in Oppoſition to the Laws and Directions 
of him whoſe. Power and Goodneſs are ſuf. 
ficient to command his Love and Obedience. 
Here lies the Misfortune, that proud Man gets 
it into his Head, that his Reaſon was made 
for Nule; no, it was to ſhew him by the 
Help of Inftruction, which he could not receive 
without Reaſon, that his Happineſs conſiſted 
in obeying; and ſo far ſubmitting his Rea- 
ſon, if that be: Submiſſion, as to allow that 
God +kgows. better than Man: to make the 
Laws and Directions of God his firſt: and chief 
Study: the Source. of his n * c 
Rule of | his Actions. „ 5 
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Heathens, ſome, among us, now fetch their 
Notions of what they call Religion and Learn- 


8 welt and confeſs my Tgnorance, ſo far, as to 
know of no other natural Law than the Law 
of the Members. This Law needed not any - 
other: Inftitution from God than the Conſti- 
tution of the Body ; this Lam was implant- 
ed in the very Frame of Man at hisC 

and if this be all the natural Law the Doctor 


i FF” All Things is it t [the Parad. State) | 
4 'wete ordered: miraculouſly dart uperna- 
«rurally.” Exam. p. 10]. 


i e l 6f eee ee 
no Wiler as to Religion or Natwe, thanthoſe | 


ing from: Nay, indeed, not ſo wiſe ; for 
ſome traditional Truths of the firſt Revela- 
tion are, and always will be preſerved, by the 
moſt ignorant of the Heathens: But if Ideas 


are not innate, all the — 
could "AVC, | wag My : ths: oh . 


e a0 they ut to che Diteciion of 
it the natural Law, it would have taught them, 
te that the primary End of their Crenrion wi 
0 to propagate their Species. ibid. 

I like this Definition of natura w very 


dae; 


contends fot, he is welcome to it, and may 
follow it as far as he is able. But this Law is 


not Religion nor en though” it i is _ 


ko 3 
—< But from this hiftorical Nantes 8 
«find, that * their VIPs of Innocence, 
oe” 5 En ed 


Leneruser 


« _ 6 did not know their own Nakedneſs, 
o till they were expelled Paradiſe,” Ibid. 
How ſhould they, when they were blind 
Dude Which he may learn in the ſame 
Place, Gen: iii. 1. And the Eyes of them | 
both were opened, and they hows that they 
were bale - + would he have blind Folks ſec? 
Zut to be ſerious Where did he learn 
they did not know the Uſes the Parts, we 
call Nakedneſs, were made fot? Moſes tells 
us no ſuch thing, and where are we to find it 
elſe? He does not fay they were naked, and 
did not know how to propagate their Species, 
or for what the Parts were made: but were 
naked, and not afhamed of being ſo: nor 
does he tell us why they were not aſhamed; 
only as the Reaſon given by him of their be- 
ing aſhamed: after the Fall implies it be 
Eyes ef them both were opened, and they 
ben, that they were naked. I do not love 
jumbling L. Metaphor, hiſtoricul Nar- 
ration and Apologue together, fo conclude, 
that ing they were naked had a natural 
and obvious Meaning, as well as having therr 
_ "Eyes opened, and that it is as eren that 
Af they were naked before, without ##, 
as that they were bly d before, w baue. 


ing it. 

: 11 ave ene to Spee this Moſaic. 

5 3 of the Fall as an hiſtorical Narra- 

| tion of n tranſacted in the Manner as 
WE © they 


e en eee, 
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they arcdeſcribed,, as ras enquite I 
into Moſes's literal Meaning; and: — . 
to. reconeile it to Reaſon and Nm. 155 | 


The Soul inviſible, and, placed. i in. the 1045 5 
which is an Inſtrument ta procure Ideas for it) - 


endued at thc ſame Time with natural Powers 


to ſupport, maintain, and multiply itſelf. 
The Soul is limited to take in its Materials o 


he Seeing, Feeding, and. Underſtanding, thro 
the Body, and can take in none 


t What 


come that way. Is it not rcaſonable then to 
make uſe of that Method of Inſtruction which 


his Nature and Reaſon. require? His. Nature 


and. Reaſon, require that Material things 


chould give, him Ideas, that thoſe. Ideas may 


be made uſe of to inform him of the Things 


above. Ideas muſt come from out ward Ob- 


jects thro” the Senſes, and therefore thoſe out- 
ward Objects muſt ſtand. before his Senſes : 
and from hence I argue, that the Facts were 
really tranſacted in the Manner that Moſes re- 


lates them; Reaſon and Nature both re- 


quiring that Man ſhould be inſtructed in ſome 
ſuch Manner. — That a Garden was planted, 


filled with Trees, and ſo on, as deſcribed-z and 
ſince he could not naturally know of what Lie 


the Ideas he received from Trees in ſuch and 


ſuch Sorts, in ſuch and ſuch Poſitions were, 


that he was inſtructed in that Uſe fſuperna- | 
turally : and that it is ſufficiently expreſicd, 


in telling us he was placed there to areſs and 


keep 


It 5 
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keep the Garden. That the Garden was for 
more than the Support of the Body is ex- 
preſiy aſſerted, Gen. ii. 9. Out of the Ground. N 
made the Lord God to grow Tran vy 95, all I 
Trees ſacred —5So the Word wn ſignifies, | 
from one End of the Bible to the other, or 4 
firable, with regard to Religion —ſacred to 
the Sight, and good to en the Feeder, 
Digeſter. But we ſuppoſe the Trees really 
planted, and that they were of the choiceſt 
Sorts, and then Moſes, literally taken, we are 
told, - ſays no more than that a Parcel of fine 
Trees grew here: He literally ſays more; that a 
Parcel of ſine Trees were planted by God for the 
Uſe of Adam and Eve, as the Objects of their 
Contemplation, and good Food for the Ser- 
-. wants of God. The Trees muſt grow tlhiere; 
this hiſtoric Truth requires us to believe: had 
they not been there, they could neither have 
fed the Mind or Body; have been pleaſant to | 
the Eyes of the one or the other. The Trees | 
were for. Letters, and planting them was 
writing with thoſe Letters. What Meaning 
the Writing had, is not before us now; all 
that I have to do here, is to ſhew that it is 
neither abſurd nor contradiffory to Reafon 
or hiſtorical Narration, that the Letters 
Moſes deſcribes, and ſhews to have been made 
uſe of in Eden, ſhould have a Meaning; and 
that it muſt needs appear ſhocking to every 
Man of 'Senſe to ſuppoſe otherwiſe. The 
Trees, Flowers, Beaſts, c. were their ii 
. i —Y YP 4146 Tm, 
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the Characters of their Alphabet 
— 99 wrote or delceilind Watts" And 
the literal Meaning, often 
It. is repreſented to be; at leaſt, what eat : 
the literal Meaning oftentimes is but a ral, 
by far the ſmalleſt, part of the Meaning. 
The Law of Moſes, for Inſtance, * Te fhal/ 
ng me my Statutes and my Ju 3 
* w ich if a Man do, he foall live im them, 
Lev. wii. 5. and elſewhere all the Words 
of this Law. What is the 4iteral*Mcaning 
here? The carnal Ordinances; the Meats and 
Drinks, and divers Waſhings were not the 
Lato, but the Letters or Language it was 
wrote in; and if in the above, and a thou- 
ſand other Places, where they are commanded = 
to keep the Law, thoſe are included, the 
meer obſerving of them _ fallen vaſtly 
ſhort of the real Meaning of the Speaker, 
and taken in but the leaſt Part of what was in- 
=  tcnded - Circumciſion, faith St. Paul, ir not 
ii that which ir outward in the Fleſh—but 
bt Qircumciſion is that of the Heart, in the 
Spirit, and not in the Letter. C the 
Fleſh then was but a Letter, and ſo ſays God 
to Abraham,” Gen. xvii. 11. it is a Letter, 
Mark, . or token of the * - Terms of Pu 
rification betwixt me and you, and Deut. x. 
12, et ſeq. it is explained at large to be the 
tire Submiſſion of the Heart, the Obe- 
* of the Soul to God. A Man might 


then 
® See this Word explained at large; Trin 0 the Gentiles. 
Edit. Hodges, p. . c * 2: 9 of | 


7 of ; 


"of PROPHECY. 


when: have exe of the Part of his Fleſh order 
ed, and yet have been uncircumciſed. ' If a 


literal Meaning is the Meaning of the Let- 


ter or Letters, then Moſes's literal Meaning, 
when he bid them cut off the Fore-skin of 


their Fleſh, was chat they ſhould cleanſe their 


Hearts and Souls, by caſting away w all 


Filthineſs and Superfluity of Naughtineſs. It 


is very modeſtly aſſerted by the Defender of the 
L. to M. that it is clear from Scripture, that 
*Circumciſion was not given for the Sake of 
Purity, but as a Sign or Seal of a Covenant 


between God and his People; (pray was not 


that Covenant to purify them?) * as an on. 


* ward Mark to diſtinguiſh thoſe who were 


ct under that Covenant, from all other Nations 
* whatſoever. This is the Account we have 
of its Inſtitution, as well from Scripture 
<<. as the primitive Fathers.” [Pag. 24] cites 
 Treneis, © That God gave it not [quaſi con 
. ſummatricem juſtitiæ, which he conſtrues] 


80 


Nr — atrix ſignifies, as I find it 
in my DiQtionaries, that which conſummates, 
or — — per 


fect; the Father ſeems to have 


FHilthineſ of the Joſh and Spirit,. pet- 
feQting: :Holineſs; and ſo ſays,» God gave not 
Circumciſion as that which could perfect Ho- 
lines ae w_ a 1 Mark, d that cag- 


any Service to Juſtice or Righteouſ- 


had his Eye upon that. of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. Let us cleanſe ourſelves: from all 


0 * 


45 


Tinu à diiſtinguiſbable 
them to ſhew ; or that Purity of Life and 


as a Letter, is appli 
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noſeibile hah venus ; Noda bat b 
Family or Poſterity of Abraham might: con- 
| Body—diſtinguiſhable 8 
for What? a Mark which Modeſty ' farbid. 


Mariners of which the other was the deſcrip- 
tive Memorial, and which it was their Glory 
to ſhew 2+Circumcifion was of ſome Service 
to Holineſs, as it was a deſcriptive Memorial, 


a perpetual Leſſon always forcing itſelf upon 


them, but was not that which could perfect 


Holineſs. The Miſconſtruction of x pt 5 
muſt be wilful; the miſconſtruing Scripture, 


I charge to his not being able to read the Old 
Teſtament; and the reading of the New in ſo 
careleſs a Manner, as not to take notice of 


what there is in it. 


That which has been a of nene 
ble to all the other out- 
ward Signs of Gods Appointment. They 
were but Letters, it is almoſt as:childifh 


to ask for Proof 8 Characters or Let- 


ters were wrote down for any òther Purpoſe 


than to expreſs their Meaning, as it would be 


to ask a Proof now, that Mriting is for the 


Sake of conveying a Meaning; and not for the 


Pleaſure of filling the Paper with the Charac- 
ters of the Alphabet, variouſly: compounded. 
It is uſual to talk of literal Meanings, Fi- 
gures, Metaphors in conſtruing the Bible; but 


in reality, a Word is as much- literal when 
8 . of as "OY of the next 


World 


| Senſe Aae the eee 4 nVAry; _ 
chat is ſaid of the Aleim, their Actions, Cc. 
but “ as they were writ for Man, and Man 
ud not take thoſe Senſes without Help: 
they have given us Images, Similitudes of 
4; themſelves of their Manner of Exiſtence, 
te their Power, Gc. and the Words anſwer 
in a lower Senſe to the Images; the Word 
„Which ſigniſies Power of Action in the 
Aleim, ſignifies the Hand in Man; that 
<< Vhich expreſſes the Diſtance, at Which they- 
« can - exerciſe their Power, ſignifies the 
Length of the Atm in Man; the Word, 

_ * which; expreſſes" the Power of ſeeing or 
© kr,owing to any Diſtance in the Aleim, ex- 
preſſes that Power which the Light gives to 
diſcern Objects at a limited Di 
% the Eyes of Man; ſo of Hearing 3 ſo it in 
. Worde uſed in relation to the Aleim, and 
ee alſo for the Faculties of the Mind; nay, 
the Appetites in Man; for the Names 


28 


(the Heavens). their. AXQions, . Sc. why 


_©, muſt not the firft Senſe be the original Sig- 
« -nification ? Why muſt, the Deſcription of 
et the Image be made the Original, and the 
< Original a Figure? Surcly, if there muſt be 
© a Figure, the Figure lies in the Image, and 
every thing ſaid af Man, of the Names, 
& c. muſt be ſaid figuratively tho mechani- 
4 cally: and what is ſaid of the Aleim, &c. muſt 


be laid 2 and originally; ; otherwiſe we 
K < invert 


; e WW The Usz 6 1d 
d wert the Orcer f wy ike the 
Originals Copies, and the er e 
«The Uſage of the fame Word for the Ori- 
* ginal and the Image ſhe ws, that there is the 
«fame Idea, tho in a different Degree, in each; ä 
ce. bur does not pre ve rh- 
the Images, but in the Otiginals; our Ideas 
. are taken humeng, bat the Scrip ture is 
« perfect.” © Power Eſſen. and Mech. p. 28. 
Bar. 7 Hodges, 1749. This is mufat, mu. 
ꝛand. the Caſe of the Tranfactions In Eden 
and under the Law. The Things themſelves, 
to Which the Words anſwer in the lower 
Senſe, are here ſet before us, not for their 
own Sakes; but of thoſe Ideas they were 
created to help us to. "They were Deſcrip 
tions in Things, not Words; and thoſe thing: 
were made in the Image and after the Like- | 
neſs of the inviſible Perſons and Things! it | 
concerned Man to be acquainted with: and is L 
ir not then deſtroying the Nature of Things, 
When we ſuppoſe God placed them'there "7,0 1 
ſelf, without any regard to the primary and ; 
principal End he made them for, only to 
amuſe the Body, who had a more not 4 In- 


at the real Ideas are in = 


habitant in ir, whoſe Property they Were? y 


We make the Copics Originals, — the Ori- 
ginals nothing; only becauſe pretend 
it is not wrote in the Copy or under the Pie- | 
ture, this i isa fas, ; ot, Mer ISA bo rr ben 
a Man, 
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that the People were naked, for Aaron had 


made them naked to their Shame: what had 


Aaron done but taken their golden Eatings, 


and ſome other Ornaments of Gold from 


them, and made an Image of it for them? 


lle had not ſtript them to their Skin. Iſaiabb 
is bid to pull the Sacłcloth from off his Loins, 


and his Shoe from his Foot—and he did fo, 
walking naked and bareſoot, Ch. xx. 2. We are 
not to ſuppoſe he had no other Cloaths upon his 


Body than a. Girding of Sackcloth round his 
Waiſt, any more than that Saul lay naked on 


the Ground before Samuel, and . Prophets, 


a Day and a Night, 1 Sam. xix. 24. And yet 
it is literally ſaid, He ſtript off his Cluat hs. 


Ahab ſays to Fehoſaphat, Put thou on thy 
Cloaths, and I will frip. myſelf, and enter 


into the. Battle, (ſec. — Hebrew) 1 Kings 


Xii. 5 Would the one have gone, or did 
1 | . - me 


ans what was obſerved 


we have Soul: WAY Bodies b. W 225 
the Ideas we; haye, are gathered from r 
and the ſame Words uſed to expreſs both, to 
help Memory, prevent Miſtakes, and fix the 
Certainty of what we m 
juſt now of Eyes and Food, will be true alſo 
of: Nabe def, and Shame. We find two 
Sorts of Nakedneſs mentioned. He is naked 
Who has no Cloaths on his Body, nothing to 
cover or defend him. And he was alſo called 
naked who had not on ſome particular Orna- 
nents peculiar to his Character, Station, or 
Office. Exod. xxxii. 25. When: Moſes ſaw 


- 


60 The ben her lr . 
it the. culay go, 2 Ee into the Battle? 80 
_ the Concluſion, p. 104. that Adam and 
* Eve did not know their own (natural) 
„ Natedneſt, does not follow from the 
hiſtorical Varration of "Moſes, and ſhews 
| that the learned Author of the Examination 
is not lo well acquainted with the ſacred Hiſto- 
ry as he might be. They did know what 
natural Nakedneſs was, and for ought we are 
told to the contrary, might cohabit as Man 
and Wife before the Fall, for Marriage was 
inſtituted before: But that being naked. with- 
out being aſhamed, or knowing their own 
| Nakedneſs, has any Relation to their coha- 
| biting, is ſuppoſed for the Sake of a-Joke, a 
little harmleſs Railllery,—® They were utter- 
ly ignorant of this End, and did not 
* know their own Naked eſs, till they were 
i expelled Paradiſe;” they did know it, as 
ſoon as they had ſinned, and covered it with 
Leaves of the Fig- Tree before their Expulſion. 
Before their Sin they knew there was another 
Sort of Nakedneſs than that of the Body, 
but felt it not; they were not aſhamed; when * 
they had ſinned, they felt it, knew what it 
Was, had a Senſe of ir.” Hitherto we have 31 
ſeen that Moſes had the principal Ideas in 
Mords and Things in View; and though the 
Nature of Man requires that the Picture, thge 
| Things of this World, be ſet before him, yet 
was it intended that the Mind ſhould go im- 
| only: forward en the ſecondary to the 


Pry 


of PROPHECY: 61 


primary Things; and tho the Eye be fixed on 
che outward Figure, the Mind does go for- 
ward here, as it docs at hearing Words, or 
reading a Writing, immediately from the 
Sounds, or from the Letters, to the Thing 
ſigniſied ; unleſs you do not underſtand the 
- Language of the Speaker or Writer; in which 
Caſe indeed, He that ſpeaketh will be unto 
you 4 Barbarian ; and this, I take it, is the 
Reaſon why ſome People are ſo ready to re- 
preſent Moſes as a Barbartan. 


The Diſcourſe of a Serpent tempting. and 


beguiling our firſt Parents, is another thing re- 
preſented as inconſiſtent with hiſtorical Nar- 
ration; and which “ if the Account be taken 
literally, is impoſſible to have happened; 
and the Introdudtion of the Devil as the 
Tempter, under the Form of a Serpent, 
* embaraſſeth the Caſe. ſtill more, as being 
'N contradictory to the expreſs Senſe of the 
Text, and as it is more glaringly inconſiſtent 
« with the Attributes of the 288 Exam. p. 
106, 11% ind 117. 
Meſes's Words are, . Now the 
Serpent is more naked than any Beaſt of the 
Field which the Lord God hath made, and 
he ſaid unto the IVoman,—naked we tranſlate 
fubtil; but there is little Cunning and leſs 
| Wiſdom, though much Falſhood and Trea- 
chery in it. The Serpent at firſt Sight, or 
outwardly, appeats but little capable of hurt: 


ing; a naked, unarmed Creature, without 
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Legs or Wings to move, and Claws or Ta. i 
1 — to offend, but in reality, the moſt dan- 
gerous and pernicious, with a Bag of ſubtil 
Poiſon hid under his Lips. As he goes upon 
his Belly gliding upon the Ground, he is 
capable only of attacking the lower Parr of 
4 Man, where we have the leaſt thought of an 
Enemy, and the leaſt Oportunity of ſeei 
him., And ſo he is outwardly naked of all 
Means or Deſign to hurt. This Nakedneſs 
of the Serpent helps us to a borrowed Idea, 
Which we apply to thoſe who are outwardly 
naked in their Pretenſions, apparently with- 
out any deſign to hurt us, whilſt they are 
really ſeeking our Ruin, and making uſe of 
Treachery to compaſs their Ends: this re- 
. quires a falſe Heart, more than a good Head; 
and is the Proof of a little, a baſe, not a great 
Soul. So it will not follow that the Serpent 
is the moſt ſubtil, but the moſt fy or frea- 
cherous Creature. This Creature was made 
to give the Ideas of the Qualities of another 
| Creature, not otherwiſe ſeen or to be known 
by us. And tho the outward viſible Shape 
5 Actions of the Serpent give thoſe Ideas, 
yet it was not Shape and bodily Actions, but 
the mental and ſpiritual Qualities and Actions 
of which we have the Ideas preſented to us in 
that deceitful Creature. His own proper Shape 
and Subſtance we can know nothing of, nor 
do they concern us, his Treachery does, Aud 
as R before, the N. uſed to de- 


1 : e ſcribe 
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. „ PROPHECY. 63 
N keulbe * Baleneſs and Treachery of the | in- 
viſible Serpent anſwer in a lower Senſe to the 
Images in the viſible one; the Ideas ate alike, 
tho the original Ideas are in the Devil. That 

there is ſuch another Creature called by the 
fame Name, ſpoke of under the ſame Charac- 
ter, and deſcribed by the ſame Words, with- 
out any other Diſtinction or Difference, hinted 
in the Place, than there is here, and yet 
never miſtaken perhaps by any one ſingle 
Writer in the World, though there has been 
muchDiſpure, and a great Variety of Opinions. 
about the Serpent in the Text; and that the 
Devil can talk, tempt, and deceive, is well 
known, and it may be thought needleſs to 
Cite the Places; and not only the Devil but 
any Enemy acting in that ſly or fatal Manner, 

is alſo called a Serpent, 1/a. xiv. 29. Rejoice 
not thou, whole Paleſtina, becauſe 'the Rod 
of him that ſmote thee is broken: for out of 
the Serpent's Root ſhall come forth a Cocka- 
Trice (Marg. an Adder) and his Fruit ſhall be 
a fiery flying Serpent. Chap. xxvii. 1. In 
that Day the 'Lord with his ſore and great 
and firo 5 Sword ſhall puniſh Leviathan the 
 Prercing Serpent, even Leviathan the crook- 


. 25 Serpent, and he ſball flay the Dragon that 


is in the Sea. lxv. 25. The Wolf and the Lamb 
ſhall Feed together, and the Lion ſhall eat Strato 


Ale the Bullock : and Diſt ſhall be the Ser. 


pents Meat, they ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy. 
in all my OE Mountain, Jan the Fu. 


Jer. 
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Jer. viii, 17. For beheld I will ſond Serpents, 2 


the young Lion and. Dragon ſalt. thou 
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Cockatrices. among you, which will. not be 


charmed, and. they. ſhall. bite you, ſays the 
Lord. Luke ix ad 1.5 - [7 
twelve Diſciples, an 
and Authority over all Devils, and to cure. 
oe: X, 17, 18. The Seventy retur 


hen he called his 
gave them Power | 


ain with Foy, ſay ing, Lord, even the : 
evils are ſubject: on us Mor A hthy Name. | 


77 he ſaid unte them, I beheld Satan as 


Lighroing fall from Heaven, Ver. 1 
chold I give you Power. to tread on 2 


5 90 and 1 541th and over all the Power 
of the Enemy; and nothing. ſhall by any 


means hurt vou. Which f bews, that the 
out ward /itera/ Senſe was to convey the 


real, the primary Senſe, the firſt Ideas of the 
Serpent and its Poiſon, of which the other 


gives the Pictute; and ſo is as really meant, 


and as intelligibly pointed out, as if there waͤs 
no outward Serpent with ſuch Marks and 
Characters upon him: though the Meaning 
of the Writer would not then have been ſo 
clearly and certainly ſeen into. Y.. xci. 13. 
Wee have a Promiſe of the ſame Nature with 


75 two. laſt cited, to whomſoever it is made, 
ou ſhalt tread upon the Lion and Adder: 


trample under foot. Moſes tells the Few 
Deut. xxxii. 24. That 9 8 they ſho 
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apoſtatize, as he foreſaw * y would, God 
wand fond the Teeth of ts 
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3 % PROPHECY. 1 
Wich the Poiſon of the Serpents of the Duſt. _ 
We may fay, as St. Part does on another 
Occaſton, Noth God tale Care for Oxen, 
ar faith he it altogether for our Sakes ? 
Speaketh God of the Pickures or the Reali- 
Bn . Of the Realities no doubt. It is not 
the natural but © ſpiritual Man the divine 
Leſſon is given to. We want not the Hands 
of Angels to keep us from kicking the Foot 
againſt a Stone; nor the Omniporent Power 
to enable ns to tread on the Lion and the 
Adder. Man leads about the Lion in 
Chains, for the Amuſement of Children; 
and the Peaſant carns his Bread by treading on 
the Adder, or venomous Serpent. That the 
above Paſſages ſpeak not of the common Ser- 
pent, I ſuppoſe, will not be denied; and they 
are as much hiftorical Narration, as that of 
Moſeg. He relates what was paſt; they relate 
what ſhould come to paſs. They ſpeak of a 
Serpent whom the Eye cannot fee, in Words 
and Phraſes as ſtrictiy applicable ro the Ser- 
pent of the Field, as Moſes does, and yet 
did not intend to fix our Thoughts there; 
'2S but have given us no other Authority to carry 
them further, than require and juſtify our 
doing fo in conſtruing Moſes's Meaning.— 
The Serpent is more naked than any Beaſt of 
the Field-—and he ſaid unto the Woman." 
There is a Field for the old Serpent and his 
Brood to glide in, as well as one for ours 
here.] The ldeay, and ſo the Wotds, are com- 
VV mon 


66 1 in 


mon to both: the one we e and "= 
get the Idea deſigned to be conveyed of the 
other. Ideas have not Shape nor Figure; nor 
is it the Shape, but Treachery of the Serpent 
Moſes's Words call the Eye to. The Queſtion. EE: 
is, whether Moſes ſays a Serpent in the Form 
and Shape of ours ſpake to Eve: and it is ge- 
nerally (6. underſtood, I think all that ap- 
. pears from Moſes's Words is, that a % Ser- 
pent ſpoke. Why does he then mention a Ser- 
— pee: in Words fo directly applicable to the 
common Serpent, continue his Diſeourſe, 
and make the Serpent of the Field the athens” 
God has created two Fields, and both have 
Serpents in them; both are ſly and inſidious 
but both cannot talk, one of them can; and 5 
the Reaſon why the Nakegneſs of the Ser- 
pent is mentioned is, becauſe it is the Picture 
of what we could not otherwiſe have ſcen, 
and of which it was neceſſary we ſhould be in 
formed, for a talking Serpent is no Fable: 
+ and by and by will be found to be no Jeſt. 
But had Moſes his Eye upon the common 
Serpent when he was writing? I apprehend: 
not. He had taken his Idea, and ſo had 
Adam no doubt, from a common Serpent; 
mentions or ſets the Picture before the Reader, 
but keeps his Eye, as far as it is poſſible for 
Man to do ſo on the Original without the 
Picture; the other inſpired Writers have in 
this, and many other Inſtances, done the 
lame and may, fot all that has yet been 
- RS. 
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r Readers ſhould do ſo 
3 FE th be not two ſuck Creatures; 7 
W > been fly, venomous, baſe, and ene- 
mies to Man, then Moſes's Narration can- 
not be true as Hiſtory. If the Uſage of the 
Words in Scripture: do not ſhew. this, and , 
that they are common to both; and if it 
is not natural to call the Picture and Origi- 


nal by the ſame Name; or if the Nature of 


Man does not require he ſhould borrow his 
8 from ſuch Pictures, then I will allow 
that Moſes" ſays it was a common Serpent 
which ſpoke to Eve, or at leaſt that he is not 
hay ſufficiently R | 
That a meer Serpent, awirhour the Help of 
"i the U Devil, could be the Speaker, is impoſlible, 
becauſe he is a dumb Creature; and not one. 
5 Word i is there here or elſewhere in Scripture, - 
from whence we can conclude, as the Doctor 
juſtly o obſerves, that any Alteration was made 
* His Shape, or Organs of his Mouth. 
That the Devil might have had before he 
bak it, the Power of ſpeaking by the Or» 


gans of Creatures who cannot ſpeak of them- 


_ felves, as well as of poſſeſſing their Bodies 
_ _ and acting upon them, and of ſpeaking thro” 
the Organs of Men, as he did to our Lord, 

tho that has been denied by ſome of both the 
Ancients and Moderns] is a Point, I ſuppoſe 
no Man is acquainted with him enough to de- 
termine in the Negative. Had the Devil 


5 2 * a common Serpent, it had been 
55555 
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5 try] y expreſſed by os g. tha 1 * nt ſo 
* fince his Mouth ee the Sounds. ik 
there is a Serpent who can ipeak,.and,who.has 
not the Shape, tho he Ra the Qualitics- 4 
juſtly give him the ſame Name, I ſee. ks Ma. 
What in Ceneſi J the Identity of Shape cn 
be founded. St. Peter calls him A rating WS © 
Lion, ſecking whom he may..devour, It is 
not the Shape of a Lion he repteſents him 
; under. i Moſes. tells us a fly Serpent ſpoke to 
33 but ſays nothing about his Shape. 
But not only the Deſcription. of the Ser: 
pent, as the moſt ſubtil or ſly Creature of. the 1 
Field, pins us down. - But * 
1 The Curſe alſo di dunced 4 the 
r Decciver reſtrains it to a meer Serpent. 
« Becguſe. thou haſt done this, ibau art 
* curſed above all Cattle, and above every 
« Beaſt of the Field: upon. 3x Belly ſhalt 
. * thou go, and Duſt ſhalt thou eat 7 __ 
Days of thy, Life.—it mult have peen pro- 
nounced: upon a real Serpent, exeluſeuely . 
of any other Agent, or could not n bi "os 
« be juſt. Exam. p. 114. | Dy 
„ ſuppoſe there are more Creatures 3 60 5 
Secpents in the Field of God. That they 
have ſome Methods of going, ſomething to 
feed, ſupport, ſuſtain, or entertain and em- 
ploy themſclyes on. That the original Ideas 
are there, and things made here to help us 
to thoſe Ideas. # And then here is another. De- 5 
ae e. us of ſpiritual Things in 
Words 
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pent h has: got a Head, no Body will deny who 


the Character of a Serp 


\ . 7 kc: fir Sod chief Senſe of _ | 


Words is to defcribe to us the Devil, his Em- 
p mente Delight, manner of proceeding, ; 
Foed, and Puniſhment. That the old Ser- 


allows him an Exiſtence: and that he has got 
Seed, is but too viſible 3 and had not the Na- 
ur amon Serpent been ſuch as it 


is, the — on the Original could not 
have been made intelligible to us, or we in- 


ſtructed haw to deal with him; any more 
than it would have been juſt to have pro- 
nounced it upon him, had he not anſwered 

ent as to its Nakedneſs, 
andthe other odious Parts of its Nature. T he 
Devil made himſelf fly and treacherous; choſe | 
Duſt for his Food, or to ſeek his Food in 


Z Dirt, arching with his Head chey into the 5 


to bite the Heel, and e his Poiſon into 


| ſuch Parts and at ſuch Advantages where Man 


can be leaſt upon his guard; and is the leſs | 


likely to defend himſelf againſt. This was 


not inflicted by God as a Cutſe upon him, but 


choſea by himſelf; God docs not ſay, 7how 55 4 


go upon thy Belly hencefor ward, and 
Halt thou eat, as if the Serpent had not done 
ſo befote, and was now compelled to 0 


ſo but upon thy Belly wilt thou 


0, an 
Duſt wilt thou eat all the Days of I Life. 


lie lud begun i in a laws malicious, and treay 


" 8 en 


= God Nene be: pur —— on des = 

therefore declares, I put Eumity ber ween ve 

and the Woman, aud between thy Seed; and 

Her 2 i ſhall bruiſe 125 — nw _ 
Halt eraſe its Heel. I agree 


where id ever to . book otherwiſe, or 
mention made of any Alteration in that or 
any other Animal on Earth. Nor is it in this 
Vie curſed beyond any other Creature, forfew 
Creatures have the Advantage of him; and 
he eminently excells Numbers of others. So 
that the Sentence could not poſlibly be juſt 
e had it been pronounced on a meer Serpent 
ce excluſively of another Agent, for m4 
ing upon the Belly, and ſceking its Food 
tze Ground in this Animal, contributes ver 
much to its Safety and Eaſe, and therefore a 
an Animal it is not curſed for, or in, doing 
ſo; but the ill Qualities of which we get the 
Ideas: from a fliding + venomous: — . 
; are more exeerable than any Beaſt of the Field, 
| ſuggeſts to us; but the. Serpent naturally is 
inferior to few of them. He has indeed a 
weak Part in his Head, but has Wiſdom 
enough always to endeavour to cover ir, tho 
even that Attempt ſhews one where to aim 
the Blow 3 but that which is deſcribed now to 
be the Nature of the old Serpent and his 
one. A ſo ; St. Jude 1 
TEN 
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| St. Dorey lays ay Rand 5. parks 4 Moſes — : 

other: Prophets tells us, when they left their 
| of Serpents, | 
trat ns _ ee into naled but be. 


own Station they took that 


ares, - with a deadly 


ead ; and has 1— e Attempt 
ſtall. be ſucceſsful. —_ . 1 Aidale- 
uam. p. 135. e . | 
The Curſe upon t th 
4 containing any divine Prophecy, ſeems to 
| CE: nothing more in it, according to all 
</ rational Interpretation, than a fanciful So- 
© futon of the Cauſe and Origin of the pre- 
<. ſent odious: Nature of that Beaſt.” 


If Creatures were made for the Soul as well 


; as the Body, to conyey Ideas to the one, as 


„Well as Food to the other, as we learn from 


Secripture, and as the Nature of Man requires, 
then Moſes had nothing to do with aceount- 


ing for the odious Nature of that Beaſt, but 


to mention the odzous Nature of that Beaſt, 


when he would convey the Knowledge of 
that Object the odious Idea was planted there 


for; and calling a Prophet fanciful, and pur- 
ing him upon a level with no Bod) 

who of your ancient eaſtern Sages, as well as 
that laboured Ridicule of the Maſaic Account 
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| Pos l als 1 W. r | 
of Things, under the Prggence of a Con- 
ceſſion r uſe the ſame EM 47 5 in 1 f 
Wi ing. the Senſe of NV 8. 
| Fainly wſe to any other ancient Mriter; and 
the Prejudice of receiving without Heſita- 
« tion thoſe ſhort Commentaries and 2 1 
Stories of the Orig in of Men and Things, 
* from the Mouth of Moſes, the Mind bo bad * 


been perplexed with, had you met them 


e in a Few: of Mahometan Doctor and 
- all theſe Queſtions ſo pertly miſapplied Shout 
the Method of Moſes's coming at his Infor- 
mation, and the ſErious Confutation of his 
having it by Tradition, together with that 
Cloſure. at the laſt; all this and much more 
in the Examination is little leſs than that 
hihing which is ſo extreamly- diſagreeable to 
the Fir of Man, that it puts him whether he 
will or no almoſt upon his guard; and invo- 
Juntarily lifts his Foot Soap. his and 
Enemy. | 
What I have enden to bz is, that 
Moſes does not confine himſelf, nor us bj 
his Words, to a meer Serpent, in this Part 
about the Temptation of Eve; but that the 
Tempter was the old Serpent; and that he is 
properly and intelligibly deſcribed by Moſes; 
though he makes uſe of the Glaſs to reflect the 
Light to us, by which all the Light we can 
have into the Things out of this Syſtem, 
muſt be reflected to us, borrowed Ideas, or 
Words which muſt tand for both. And the 
Next Queſtion will be what Form did he ap- 


ber 


"YN | 


. as you would er- 


bold Conve 3 5 Wi Eve... I. Fl Form. 2 
_ did he appear to our Lord? © 4; quibuſdam 
"dieitur ward. Parranay,” 44 P. 192. 
Such ſome Folks do not appeat tax par rama. 
They have a real: Peu, though it was not 
oth inally their. own. And they and their 
Site cau aſſume a Form as occaſion ſetves. 

The Devil can transform himſelf, St. Paul 
. tells us, into an Angel of Lisbt; whatcyer, 
Form that may de. The erpent, among. 
_ ther Things, Was always an Emblem, Agent. 
Ne tative, or Idol of Light; and. even 
BraG, however modified and Gia hed can-. 
not give you a better Picture of it, in all! its 
degrees from the Fire, till it n ges into 
Darkneſs again, th the ſerpentine. Species 
does. And the Devil might, or might not, 
for ought I know aſſume this very Form of a 
Ser But then it muſt have given a 
| Shoek and Surprize to her natural Reaſon, 
which doth not appear. Exam. p. 105. The 
greateſt Wonder is, that the bold and impious 
Aſſertion, that G had lied unto them, ſhould. 
not give a Shock and Surprize to her Reaſon, 
and fo far frightheg her, as ren "7's to. 
fly from ſuch dangerous Company. But how. 
do we know what Surprize ſhe was in? What 
| had preceded this Charge againſt God; what 
Steps had raiſed her to this Height of Mad- 
neſs; what Artifices had ſo blinded her Rea». 
| ow” as to think it poſſible for God to lyc, 
9 M e 


— K ů — 2 2 — 
* * T7 * "add bn Fi p - 
"7 * 
c 


* 


1 — aothing ta he known - 
_ of it, bur what is-to be gre rom +ACCi> 3 
dental Hints. This Obj ö 15 
equally agair ft any other Form or Shape, 
tural or 'meetly aſſumed, the T —— 
deed any heneficent Being might appear in. 
She knew that Adam ang, her elf were Ml. 
„ man | 
| have ſurprized her 
__ Creature ipe i 


þ ; 2 "1 — 
themſelves ele and this 2 — a Urge 
abate of her Surprize on the firſt, 


ment from the T empter, ſuppoſing ſhe bad d 1 


no Information or Hint ! ſuch an Enemy 7 
before. * 


But he Introdudlion, of the-Devil, ems 
«. harraſſes the Caſe ſtill more, as it 45 more. 
« glaringly inconſiſtent, with the Attributes 
* 5 the Deity, p. 11 f. How can we ima- 

gine God would Eu their Simplicity, 
4 unarmed and uninſtructed, to the Aſſaults 
2 ol! an inſidious Tempter, fo. greatly ſupe- 


© rior to them both in * and Pow 


£ 106. 


Feorners 1 . f — 155 or 1 icity | 
had never been hal in here; for n g 


were two Perſons further from being 8 A: 
State of Simplicity, ene of Ignorance, 


6 4. tan 


4 ef r them; TA God Jad Ho as ke 
Por at rf ew till they could read 200 
underſtand it. They were not expoſed” n. 


4 Y en | or aminſtructed, not had any Sin. 


plead in Excuſe. Adam was inform- 


ad 2 h Duty, and Eve from him. They 


4 


had rec 
and Goodneſs of God. They were informed 
of the Nature of 7 Beaſt of the Field, 
and Fowl of the Air; a 
them Names ear: d of their Uſe and De- 


ſign; and therefore, if the Tempter had ſpoke 


through any of them, they muſt have known 
it was more than natural. The Prohibition 


of eating of the Tree was expreſs and poſi- 


tive; and no Diſpute then, whether it came 
from God or no. The diſputing the Veracity 
of Revelation is a Refinement in the Devil's 
Policy ſinice, he admits of its Veracity here ; 


deumurs indeed and hefirates upon ir, '5 pe 


—Hum! ah! What hath God ſaid ? As 
4 learned Man expreſſerh | himſelf, . He 


« uſeth all the Terms of Reſerve, Doubt, 


and Diffidence, that can poſlibly be croud- 


& ed into a Sentence — Which can by no 


« Means imply a Perſuaſion but only a 
% Hint to grotind'a Queſtion upon.“ [Re- 


marks on a Reply to the Defence of the 


Letter to Dr. Vaterland, p. 51.] this is 'a 


berter — * _ Words, and keeps 


L N cloſer 


ved roofs ſuffleient of the Power 


Mam had given 
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ly meet with, The eating of the Tree of Know: 
ledge of Good and Evil, isfufhcicntly expreſſed. I 
to imply more than gathering the Fruit of 4 
common Tree, . becauſe no Tree can naturally 
be the Means of Knowledge. Its Name im- 
plies it Was a Picture of ſome Agent, Being, . 
or Subſtance that Knowledge could come 
by or- from; and the Nature of the Thing 
implies they knew what it was, and how it 
might be abuſed... And could a rational Crea: 


tute, who kngw God, want any great Pains 


to convince. him that God is the beſt Judge 
of what was ropereſt fot him to do? That 


it muſt be the Height of Madneſs as well as bs 


Ingratitude, to truſt himſelf into the Hands of 


any other Being, who directed him to act in 


direct Oppoſition to the declared Will of 
God! They knew their Maker; had often 
converſced with him; and could have no Pre- 
tence to diſpute the Wiſdom, of his Laws. 
Had there been any Plea to have been made 
beſides that they did make, would they not 
have made it? They knew their own Caſe 

beſt; they do not pretend Ignorance or Inabi- 


lity, or any thing like it.— They were to dre/3 


and keep. the Garden; keeping the Trees in 
that Order and Forms, or Shapes, they. were 
firſt made by God to grow in, would keep up 
the Knowledge of what was meant by their 
being planted of particular Sorts, in a particular 
daes and 10 Krekent Forms. And if, as 


e Wy Met 


A 


of PROPHECY? . ons 


Moeſes ſays, Land I think the Reaſon and Na- 
ture of the Thing are of our ſide] they were 
to ſpend ſome of their Time in looking at 
theſe Particulars, it was with a View to un- 
derſtand them. And then a Caution againſt 
eating of the Tree of Knowledge is fully ex- 
preſſive that there were ſome Means and Me- 
thods which might be taken to come at Know- 
ledge, which would miſlead them; or that thoſe 
Means might have too much aſcribed to them. 
om . this Caution would have been 
en in him who gave it; and for this they 
had both Wiſdom and Strength enough. The 
ſuperior Craft of the Devil brought in here to 
gell the Charge, has nothing to do in the 
Caſe, a plainer Road could not lay before 
them; his ſuperior dtrength is ſtill more out 
of the Queſtion; he could make no uſe 'of 
his Power here, nor did he attempt it. He did 


not want ee but delude. 'T he L. to : | 


HW. fays, p. 16. 
AS: The, Intodution af « a Devil may ſeops 
64 to clear up the Difficulty of the Serpents 

V ſpeaking and reaſoning, yet it raiſes up a 
60 e new one of a higher Nature—againſt: the 
& Juſtice of God himſelf, in not interpoſing in 
. 10 unequal a Conflict. This Objection—is 
e enough to puzzle and ſtagger our Reaſon.” 

. So groundleſs an Accufation againſt the 
Juſtice of God, /o wholly void not only of 
4 Support from the Text, but comtradiftory 
4 the expreſs. Senſe of it, is enough to 


puzzle 
3 


DO — © flaggered the — 'of — 
Mien to have made. The above Author in 
the next? ee by ft gong the Caſe; 
4 i n 
he i Should a Father: diſcard arg Aiſnkkerit 4 
6 Child, for having deſerted” ſome Poſt aſ- 
Mi ſigned him; ſeduced either by the Craft of 
© ©: ſome-o/4 Sophiſter, ot driven off by t 
. fſuperior Strength of ' ſome date 
% Man, the Father all the while lookin! 
© nor interpi ng in a Trial ſo unreaſdnaã — 
«would not the Fact be thought barbarous 
cc and unnatural? Now the Conflict i in fach * 
a Caſe could not be more unequal. than 
ae hetween our firſt Parents and Satan. 
One would think, by this Author, Oy 
| Moſes had ſaid Adam and Eve were a Couple 
of Children watching an Orchard, and tha 
the Devil had threatened to carry them away, 
if they did not let him ſteal ſome Apples. 
What is the able-bodied Man driving he 
Child from his Poſt brought in for elſe! 
What had the Strength of the able-bodicd 
Man to do in a Diſpute whether God had 
told them à Lye or no? Or what Craft, how- 
ever ſo ſuperior in itſelf, is ſufficient to over 
bear the Reaſon of any Man, as to compel 
him to admit ſo barefaced a Falſehood for 
Truth? Eve did not doubt of the Truth of 
the Revelation, but madly enter d into a Dif. 
ow whether it was reaſonable. Advice or 
ez no; 


rarily deſetted the Poſt pune — and 10 
ſhe was after tkat/ made a Captive of, it was | 
owing neither to the want of Strength in'the 
Poſt ſhe was placed in, nor of Craft or Wiſ- 
dom in herſelf to have kept a Poſt which was 
_ ſufficiently; ſtrong to have defended her from · 
the ſuperior Craft, and ſuperior Strength * 
both, of the — attacked her, vi. 
che adhering cloſely to the Letter of the Re- 
velation ſhe; had received. And let me ask 
another Queſtion, Howivere —— deſerted or 
diſmberited'? They were indeed removed to 
the Confines of Paradiſe, and put into ano- 
ther Method of In ion; which the Con- 
dition they had brought themſelves into 
py neceſſary: on 9 ſide, and Mercy and 
neſs pted on God's ſide. New 
— were ſet up, by which they were 
taught what Power there is in the Creature, 
hat in the Creator; and a Figure of that 
Perſon placed before their Eyes who would, 
at a proper Time, enter the Liſts with him 
who: had apnquered- them; and whoſe Con- 2 
queſt would be a Proof, that Man might 
baue continued perfect, had not diabolical 
Malice perverted * and ſo would juſtify 
the juſtice of God, in leaving to the natural 
Conſequence of their own. Malice, theſe de- 
generate Vipers and their Seed, whilſt he 
nne into ee all thoſe, who, en- 


Bas | couraged 


tao 3 


cCoura KEY $a 2 Via af thei Cs # pion;: 
1 would cxcrt their utmoſi E ts to tread 


the Enemy under Feet. When the 


confounded with Errors unhappily imbibed, 
it is not ſo ecaſy a Matter to rectify it; and 
glcanſe it from the. Se 
. puſhing, out a new Crop. Omnipotence it- 


and Wiſdom muſt dictate the Methods, w 


Juſtice and Mercy together muſt rule. It was. 
. to take. a proper: Method 


| neceſſary not 
to convince Adam and, Eve of their Folly, 
and entirely eradicate. it out of their Minds; 
but ſuch. as. was ſufficient to prevent à Re- 
lapſe in themſelves or their Poſterity into ſo 
fatal a Deluſion; or any othet that would 
kroe equally pernicious; and ſuch a Method 

likewiſe, as the Devils themſelves could not 
complain of being, juſt. Thence was it ne- 
ceſſary that a new Church Service ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed; and Man perpetually called upon 
to acknowledge his ſole Dependance on God; 
his own natural Weakneſs and Sin ; s Which 
would perpetually keep him upon his guard, 


againſt rhe Wiles of his treacherous Enemy, 


He could not too often reflect upon the ex- 


Is that will be for ever 


Mind is debauched and. 1 0 Underſtanding 


ſelf muſt deal with Man as a free — 


treme Danger he had been in, 4 and the Ar- 


tificc that had drawn him into it; nor too 
often expteſs his grateful Senſe of the Mer- 
cy. that had reſcued him out of it; eſpecially. 


as his enn was fill. at War with him 3 


and 


* 
”— 


Wy) now en ed | Malice coil 1 But 
Paradiſe was not deſtroyed; it did not diſ- 
__appeat like a ſcenary Viſion, but ſtill remain- 
ed their School, though nor their Habitatfon. 
"The Memory of it ſurvived the Flood, and 
_ Gardens multiplied as the Sons of Noah did, 
and became their Places of divine Worthip. 
At firſt, and till the Apoſtacy of Babel, the 
true God was univerſally the Object of their 
Worſhip; and the Trees made Memorials of 
the various Promiſes contained in the Cove- 
nant of Grace: and one in particular, the 
Oak was named The Oath, a Memorial of 
the Oatk by which the ever bleſſed Perſons of 
" — had bound themſelves to the Execu- 
tion of the Covenant of Grace; and there- 
fore this Tree was always had in Veneration; 
it ſtood by their Altars, and their Cherubim 
_ were placed under or in it: There they con- 
ſulted God; and received his lively Oracles. 
The Firſt=born of each Family was Pricſt to 
the whole Family; and the Firſt-born of the 
eldeſt or patriarchal Line, or' Line of Chriſt, 
was the higheſt or Chief-Prieſt. Their | 

38 Service could not be performed with- 
out the Cherubim, whence the oracular Voicæ 
came; thence as Families multiplied theſe 
muſt multiply alſo; and ſo a of rem g Oak- 
is no more a Fable, than a ſpeaking Serpent, 
except to thoſe who of as lite of the 
true "TeMory of the Ancients as they do of the 
2 N Scripture | 


- nal mos of Things. 1 muſt refer © 1 


theè Reader to Mr. Hutchinſon s Sine Prin 
cipio, and his Uſe of Reaſon recovered by 


the Data in Chriſtianity :- Where there i is Evi- 
dence enough to ſtartle even , who 


8 


us talked ſo. raſbly on Subjefts he was 


not acquainted with, At Babel an Attempt 


Was made to eſtabliſh ide He or Powers 


of the Air for God; but divine Providence 


took proper Methods to confound this neẽ- 


Scheme; the Meaſures anſwered; a Check 


was put to the Madneſs of the Undertakers, 


by a Diviſion among themſelves, the Oppoſi- 


tion of Believers, and various other concur- 


ring Circumſtances; and at laſt, about the 


Time the Greeks had learnt to write intelligi- 
bly, the Knowledge of the Object their apo- 
ſtare Anceſtors had worſhipped was fo far 
loſt, that the Prediction, Gen. xi. 7. was li- 


terally fulfilled, and one Man did not under- 


ſtand the Confe 77 on of another. I here again 
refer the Reader to Mr. Hutchinſon ; 3 his 
New Account of the Confuſion of Tongues 
will ſhew him. how Languages came to mul- 


tiply no ſooner ; and how ſo ſoon as they did ; 


and what the Tower of Babel was for. About 
the Time this Piece was firſt publiſhed, the 

epiſtolary War broke out between Dr. Mid- 

Aleton (as it was thought) and Dr. Water- 

| land, about this and ſome other Particulars in 


the Scriptures 3 and I am ſorry to ſay it, both 
lides. were tighting in the Dark; neither of 
them 


ans We 3 eg of the Texts = 
were contending about. The Reader will ſve” 
; enough to convince him of the Truth of what 
I fay, in the above Author. And if any 
Man thinks proper to call me to account for 
ſaying ſo, I am ready to juſtify the Charge. 
If Dr. Mzddleton be the Author of the L. to 
M, and the ſeveral Defences of it, which I 
am far from taking upon me to fy, he may 
be convinced that there is“ no colour of Rea- 
<. ſon in his Suſpicion, that the Author of 
«the Pentateuch, for want of reflecting up- 
on the natural Cauſes of the Variety of 
— Languages, thought proper to have recourſe 
< to Miracle and the immediate Interpoſition 
of God, in ordert to procure the greater 
* Reverence and Dignity to his Hiſtory.” 
That Author not having ſaid one Mord about 
the Cauſe of the Variety of Languages. A 
truly wiſe Method it muſt have been to have 
procured Reverence and Dignity to his Hi. 
tory, by telling them a notorious Fal ſchood, 
and accounting for a Variety not then in Be- 
ing. And a wi/# Man muſt he needs be who 
could imagine Moſes fo great a Fool, or offer 
ſo ridiculous a Solution of what he did not 
underſtand in Scripture. The ſame ingenious 
Trifler will likewiſe ſee Reaſon. to bluſh at 
what he has ſaid about Circumciſion, when 
he hath read his Bible in the Original, and 
impartially weighed the Antiquity of Moſes 
againſt that of Herodotus ; and more par- 
"N32 5 ticularly, 
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3 Watt Weig ht 255 is a the Au- 
thotity of thoſe 2 beſotted, lying Apo- 


2. * 
F OY 


| Nates, the Rabbis, who if they were as great 


Bunglers at Surgery, as they were at every 


Thing elſe, it would not be much to be won- 


dered at, if they did often miſcarry in per- 


forming that Operation. Many Authors 2 


have given us ExtraQts out of their Writings 
to ſhew what Fools they were, among others 


Buxtorf. One Author, after citing ſeveral - 


Paſſages, ſays, I will ſtain no mere Paper 


. <<. with their Dotages 3; this is enough to ſhew 
that the Jets (the Rabbi s) were forſaken 


« of God and Common Senſe.“ Sec the 


the Paſſage at large in the Heb. Writings 
Perfect, p. 45, 6. But to return — the 


Apoſtacy, begun at Babel, prevailed, but 


by Steps; it was many Years before it 
became general. Thence the Church of God 
maintained its Ground in many different 


Places for many Years; as that Church to 


which Balaam was Prophet, fo many Years 
after; the Fame of whoſe Intercourſe with 
Heaven, induced the King of Moab to ſend 
for him to help him againſt Iſrael. And no 
doubt many of the Heathen Oracles had been 


the Oracles of God heretofore, and when 


their Credit was eftabliſhed, it was the leſs to 
be wondered at, if the Heathens, into whoſe 


Hands they fell, uſed their utmoſt Endeavours, 


by all Means, to ſupport it for their own Honour 
and Profit: and this they might the eaſier do, 


off p 4 oPHE E c V. 88 
lately been the true eg 
There bes Ga Numbers mentioned in the | 
Bible, which Were at ſirſt Qractes of God, and 
afterwards were converted to the Uſe of Ido- 
laters 3 when, no doubt, if any mote than a 
human Voice came from them, it came from 
„ the Devil. I know not if that ever was the 
Caſe or no; but beg leave to ſay, that the 
Doctor muſt go further than (the ancisuteſt 
and aue, of the Heathens can carry him, 
before he will know the Riſe of Oracles, or 
how they came to be abuſed ; and cannot help 
taking notice here of the dulleſt Inſult, on ſo 
great a Man as the Lord Biſhop of London, 
under this Head, perhaps to be met with; after 
citing ſome Aurhority that the heathen Oracles 
were fallen into the utmoſt Contempt, the Doc- 
tor, p.-109. breaks out, Is it not amazing 
then, that a Chriſtian Biſhop ſhould ſo acal- 
* oufly preach up the Reality of thoſe Ora- 
e cles, which the moſt learned and virtuous 
of the Heathens themſelves condemned as 
a deſpicable Impoſture? as if they were 
leſs Impaſture, and were likely to be in more 
"Fl Eſteem with Chriftians, bocauſe the Devil 
forward the Impoſture; or the Lye 
were leſs a Lye becauſe it came from the Fa- 
ther of Lies, and not ſolely from a jug/i 
Prieſt, who libed @ Lye, by profe Ning one 
thing, and believing another? A ſaucy An- 
fwer will be excuſed ſometimes if there be 
0 any 
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"ad lr 
any ſy n it; ** the Doctors has neither 
. nor Senſe in it. 

I am in Hopes that we ſhall have every Day 
leſs and leſs Reaſon to complain of RAR - 
being ſome” Things in Srripture, which 
* no Wit. of Man can account for, or recon- 
« cile to the natural DiQates of Reaſon? 
We ſhould have leſs Reaſon to complain of 
Miſrepreſentations of Scripture, if People 
would not write abour it till they had read 
it; which plainly appears to be the Caſe of the 
Author, 1 made the laſt Citation from, viz. 

Remarks in Defence of the L. to W. p. 28. 
and ſhall venture to ſay, that Cen. xi. is a full 
Anſwer to the Objeckion of Porphyry, cited i in 
the next Page. 

HVorphyry, as St. Jerom ſays, aſed to 
wet object and demand, for what Reaſon a 
© merciful God could for ſo many Ages, 
from Adam to Moſes, and from Moſes to 
« Chriſt, ſuffer whole Nations to periſh thro” 

1 Ignorance of his Will and Law: and why 
&« it was neceſſary for Chriſt to come lo late, 
* and not before an innumerable Multitude | 
* of Men had been loſt?” | 5 
Sod left not Men, they left him. Ada 
had a Revelation of God's Mill, and the Lau 
given him, written in ſuch /egzb/e Characters, 
and ſo durable, that one would think it im- 
poſſible Mankind ſhould either loſe or per- 
vert them. And yet Men did corrupt this 


plain May. A Flood ſweeps them off the 
| Earth, 
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tors together; whilſt one Family only is pre- 
8 the Head of it a Prophet and Prieſt, 
and Preacher of Righteouſneſs, to re- people 
the Earth, and tranſmit Religion as well as 
Mankind down, in purer Channels than they 
had flowed in before. Noah and his Sons ap- 
pear to have had the Law, and to have 
brought its hieroglyphical Emblems into this 
new Earth with them; and I heartily thank 
the Author of the L. to V. for the great 
Pains he has taken to ſhew ſuch a Similarity 
of Cuſtoms betwixt the Ægyptians and He- 
brews ; and heartily wiſh-a Man fo illumi- 
9 ned with all the Light prophane Hiſtory can 
give us into theſe Matters, had ſtretched his 
Enquiries through other Countries; which 
would have been a great Addition to the Plea- 
ſure he hath had in expoſing Moſes, and de- 
tecting his forged Account, thoſe ſoort Com- 
mentaries and little puzzling Stories of the 
Origin of Men and Things, after ſo many 
Ag 3 That which all Mankind had had for 

15 many Years, could not be new in Moſes's 
Time; it is plain therefore they aroſe from 
one common Source; for Nations, the moſt 
divided in Intereſt and Affections from each 
other, appear to have had the ſame religious 
Cuſtoms, in the main. All the Earth, 
ſays Moſes, had one Confeſſion, and the ſame 
Ceremonies, Gen. xi. I. When a Party head- 
cd by. a great Grandſon of Noah, who be- 
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IR Man OT ab e 
2 Evidence a Diſgrace to his Reaſon, ## .: 


being meaſuring all Truth by Authority 


« all Gredibility: by Teſtimony,” projected a 
new: chende, and propoſed the ſetting up 2 5 

u ro let us build us & Cit) 
and a Tower, and let its Top be for ].ö 


Image of the Heaven. The Airs or Hea- - 


vers were their God; and they always called. 


the God and the Image by the ſame Name; 
and placed their Altars upon the Tops of 
their higheſt, and beſt buite Buildings. The 


Reader will remember 1 refer to Mr. Hur. 


chinſon's foarth Hulume, where he will ſee . 


this dort Commentary and little puzzling 


« Story of Moſes explained and proved at 
large; and that the Airs are the ſecondar7 

Agents under God, as their Name in Hebrow 
kenifies, Rulers, Diſpoſers, is proved in 


bother Parts of his Writings. Hebrew is @ 


dry crabbed Language for a fine Genius and 
a police Taſte to exerciſe its Talent in; but 
when a Man has unfortunately dropt into a 
Diſpute about the Meaning of Paſſages wrote 
originally in Hebretmoe, and is told he has onl7 


| been ticking the Duſt, which © the Original 
had contracted from the Negligence and 


« Art of its Managers,” it becomes neceſſary, 


for his Credit's ſake, to ſee whether it is ſo or 


no; People will be apt to think elſe, he has 


too natural a to Duſt. Suppoſing then 


„„ 


tat all Mankind: ere once of Le- 
ligion with Noah, and had the ſame Cere- 
monies, ot out ward Form of Church Service, 
and that an Apoſtacy began at the Building of 
Babel, which was for à Settlement for the 
Projectors, and the Tower a Place of De- 
fence for them and their new God, and that 
What we call Jablatry begun there, then one 
half of Porphyrys Objection is gone, for 
God fuffered no Man to periſh through Igno- 
rance'of his Will and Law; but when Men 
left his Law, and ſet up their own Will: in 
ppoſition, divine Mercy immediately in- 
terpoſed, and took ſuch Meaſures as were 
conſiſtent with the Nature of free Agents, 
and his own Honour and Glory, to defeat 
the Policy of Satan; which was done by con- 
Founding the new Confeſſion, and caſting the 
Knowledge of it out of the Minds of thoſe 
who ſet it up: By the Change they now - 
made in their Church- Service and hierogly= | 
phical Figures, they loſt the Knowledge of 
Chriſtianity 3-and by repeated Changes and: 
_ Alterations, and the various Whims of diffe- 
rent Imaginations, and the conſtant Cuſtom +. 
of one Nation's deſtroying the Images of ano- 
ther, when the Chance of War brought them 
into their Power, by theſe, -and ſuch Me * 
thods as theſe, in proceſs of Time they loſt. 
the Knowledge of the Heavens, the Powers 
and Agenis of the Air; theit Zeal and At- 
bach mens! to them abated of courſe, and 
SS vv they 


and th . "Chriſt came” See the — — 
of the Parable of the Younger” Son, Con- 
fuſion'' of Tongues, p. 1336. This was 
that State and that Time, when our Teach - 
< ers tell us Men were arrived to the Height 
4 of Wiſdom: This had the happy Effect in- 
< tended upon him, the Gentile, the younger 
* Son} let him ſee, nay feel his Condition, 
in that ſtrong Idea Hunger, brought him 
t to reflc& upon the Plenty in his Father's 
©] Houſe, and to return a make that glo- 
« rious Confeſſion, Father, I have f. 
& againſt Heaven, and before thee, and am 
* more worthy to be called thy Son: And 
& he aroſe and came unto his Father, but 
when he das yet 'a great Way off, bis 
Father faw him, and had Compaſſion, 
& and ran and fell on his Neck and kiſſed 
Him, p. 135. which is a full Aufwer to 
the Query, why did not Chriſt come ſooner 
And when it is ſhewn that St. Paul has owned 
his Ignorance of it, I ſhall very readily own n 
my Ignorance likewiſe. But by the bye what 
a ptepoſterous Complaint is this againſt God 
in thoſe who magnify natural Religion; and 
et up the Light of Reaſon, as the Devil did 
Ee Tree of Knowledge (not the Emblems but 
tte Reality) as ſufficient to guide us into all 
Truth. The Nations, whoſe Loſs theſe Men 
charge on God, had their Reaſon in its na- 
tural Pertection, and all the Light Nature 


* could | 


This may o 


ing the ready Way to plunge us once more 


into the — Abyſs of Ignorance and Miſery, 
they complain of God for leaving Men in, 


Whilſt they themſelves are doing their utmoſt 


to hurry us back again into it. Suppoſe the 


whole Nation had the ſame deſpicable No- 
tions of Moſes that the Letter to Dx. Mater- 
land abounds with; how long would it be 
before he would be caſt out of the Church, 


and how long could the engrafted Word, the 


New: Teſtament, keep its Verdure, When the 


Stock it grows upon is rooted up? After this, 


how long would the Clergy. Keep their Stations? 
the People their Inſtructors? che Church the 


out ward Face of Religion! and the Knowledge 


of God its Ground among us. And let me 
= it, with all the Deference due to that 


learned Body, the- Univerſity of Cambridge, 


and their great Service in the Support and 
Lacta tee Truth, that they ſeem not 
to know what they are about in foſtering 


- Kicks a Serpent in their Boſom. Enquiries 
into Religion can never long hurt the TH 
but ſuch high Inſults upon Revelation fro 


Clergyman, as it is ſaid, and D. D. always 

will hurt the Credit of the Clergy, and tile 

Doctrines they profeſs to ee whilſt they 
* 0 2 N 


could 4 aint. cmd; bee, more; beſ dew 
oper the Eyes of Mankind to ſce 
what: they ate who decry Revelation, and 
do their utmoſt to eraze out of the Minds of 
Men all Zeal and Veneration for it; that be- 


are 
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are mu. at at. Let a Man be in 
cearneſt, be ſincere; 2 Layman has a'Rightto 
call upon the Clergy for an Anſwer to his 
a Objections, and may be ſincere, but a Deiſt 
in Chriſtian Orders n it is a 598 0 
his Profeſſion. 99 
But I have been infendble a off from 
5 the Examination by an Objection to the 
| Moſaic Account of the Fall, in the L. to 
F. fo much in the Spitit and Stile of thoſe 
before us, only worked up with a little more 


Life and Poignancy, that I thought it not 


Improper to take it into the Account. —A 
Fathers diſcarding and diſinheriting both his 
Children for being ſhoved out of their Road 

by an ablc-bodied. Man, which is the Picture 
he draws of the Fall, and Condemnation: of 
dur firſt Parents, turned my Thoughts upon 
the Uſe. and Continuance of Paradiſe after 
the Fall; the new Way to Salvation God 
placed them in, or rather the additional Ap. 
Point mente neceſſary to keep them ſteady, 
and inſtruct their Children in what it was 
proper for them to know and believe, and 
cContinually offer up their Praiſes and Thank 
givings for. All which is ſo far from di. 
carding them, that it was redoubling the 
Fare over them: So far from Aiſinberiting 
them, that it was taking all imaginable Pains, 


that they might not loſe their Inheritance. 
After ſome hundreds of. Years perverſe Men 
9 Ia Means Fo Mercy, and: forſoob I 


te. 


93 
of God, | rought the Flood 
upon diene: — Imagination, ever reſtleſs, 
was ſoon at work again, and meditated a 
total ſubverſion of the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, by a Combination among a Set 
of Projectors, who founded à City, and built 
a Tower, from whence to carry on the War 
againſt the Church of God, by ſeizing upon 
thoſe hieroglphycal Images always called the 
Faces of Cod; and which were their princi- 
pal Record, their Bible, as I may ſay; the 
Uſe of Letters not having been then revealed, 
as it was to Moſer in the Wilderneſs. This 
. Train of 1 3 led me, I ſay, from the 
Examination, without any Deviation from my 
Subject: and on looking back again to the 
Examination, I fee not any thing that 
bears the Form or Look of an Argument 
a gainſt my Title Page, that calls for any fur- 
ther Conſideration; and therefore I ſhall put 
an End to the Reader's and my on Trouble 
with an Obſervation or two firſt upon the 
Doctor's Apologue; and next upon that filly 
Method propoſed of trying the Truth of Re- 
velation, by examinin g were wat ir is 1 
0 Reaſon or no:1 
The footy Fable, ſet up 8 hi Truth | 
| * the 9 Hiſtory by Philo, and 
ted by the hardly deſerves, indeed, 
any Notice, — is plenty of ſuch Dreams 
and Reverics in that Arch-Apoſtate Philo; 
and they that have a mind to ſee what Fi- 
CCC 


' AF; one can guels any 
winger hare Mating by his Words, he 
had no thought of denying the Hhiſtorirai 
Truth of the Fall, becauſe he ſometimes 
allows oſ it. But let us look imanhefro 
tety -of this Apoiogue: Exam. p. 133. * 
The ſubtil Diſcourſe of the — 
et which beguiled Eve, could mean 1 
e elſe but the tempting Sugge 
60 and ſenſual Appetit meme. 
A Scene moſt ' unfortunately laidsvinben 
there was nothing could emp that Laut to 
exceed its Bounds, or Dainties to gratify her 
fenſual Appetite. There was but one Man, 
and he her Husband, in the. World. No 
Luxury, no Faſtions ; no Ambition to outvi 
in Grandeur # Rival in Beauty or lntereſt with 
Adam. The Arts of pampering the Body 
with Daintics; or adorning it with CO 
ous: Trinkets to blow up eee 
not now have been invented. KK 
* Luſti and ſenſual Appetite, Cl which, 
the Serpent was the Emblem.” 
The moſt improper Emblem, excep 5 
Toad, the Ingenuity of an Apology il cbul 
have. found out. A Creature that has no 
Faſſions or Luſt that bears any Relation to 
thoſe of Man belonging to it. A Hog or a 
Goat might have been proper Pictures of ſen- 
ſual Appetites and Luſt; a Serpent has indeed 
a ſine Coat, which he changes for a New one 
1 now 


d they ; wit rid "ROMA oben 
to — Women or fir Emblem 
of ſenſual Appetite,” he is very improperly 
pitched upon dran Enemy to all Luxury, a 
Feeder on Duſt, without any 'Vaſts m good 
eating; or Organs to gratify Luſt. wo 
— And chat their Expulſion our / of Par 
ct radife pointed out the natural Effects of 
an and Guilt, in depriving Man of his 
Happineſs, and plunging him into Miſery; 
5 — and Death. 
A if good. Eating- 2 Deidking,- and 
c rratico g the Appetites of © the Body, 
would have ” brought -an- immortal 


to his Grave: or the moſt Mortified lived 9 25 


longer Lives than thoſe who let Nature have 
its Courſe. But what is all this to Eve, 
_ who had it not in her Power to abuſe herſelf} 
could not the Time have been a little better 
ſuited? One Man and one Woman c 
have no Paſlions they might not lawfully gra- 
tify. The firſt Man and firſt Woman could 
have nothing to miſplace their ſenſual Appe- 
tites upon. Nor am I a Jot better pleaſed 
with this Attack upon natural Religion. 
What, has Man ſuch a Serpent in his Boſom, 
and placed there by his Creator? Was he in 
Mockery made for Eternity, and his Death's 
Wound given him in his very Conſtitution ? 
Dr. Middleton can ſuppoſe that God himſelf 
placed this Adder at the Heart of Man, pour- 
_— ow Foiſon into the Springs of his gr 
Com. 
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conſiſtentiy with his divine Attributes; but 
that a Serpent, a free Agent, as well as Man, 
and whoſe Actions could not be under any 
other Reſtriction, than one Free · Agent can 
lay upon another; no ſooner doth this Crea- 
ture creep to the Heel of Man, but an Im- 
peachment is drawn up againſt the Juſtice 
of permitting it.—1 is glaringly inconſiſtent 
with the Attributes of f the Heis 5—2 Story 
as motley as the Serpent itſelf, and as. . 
4 Poiſon to the Veracity of Seripturee. 
e Which Account of the Matter is no 

< other than what St. James himſelf gives 
* of the natural Method, by which Men are 
* Uſually beguiled to debaſe the Purity of 
it their. Nature; where he ſays; That every 
% Man is tempted, when he is drawn away 
« and enticed by his own Luſt ; and that 
1 Luſt, when it has conceived, bringeth 
99 1 Sin; and Sin, when it is ee. 
« 6d, bringeth forth Death.” : 

1 ſhould be ſorry to ſee ſo much room to 
make Sport with Philos and the Doctor's 
Apologue, if St. James were on their ſide; but 
he is juſt the Reverſe. He ſays, Sin when it 
is accompliſhed amoxvg, bringeth forth [as a 
Mother her Fætus ſhe has nouriſhed in her 
Womb] Death. He doth not ſay Luſt, or 
ſenſual Appetite abuſed, gt Death, was Fa- 
ther to it; but, as a Womb, bears and bring- 
eth it forth. All the Scriptures agree in this, 
that Dcath is, to e in this Metaphor, be- 


gotten 


— en us again — Hope; ada 
as at Ver. 18. hath brought us forth by the 

ord of Truth; but the Evil Deſires of the 
corrupt. Nature, whether in the Body or Soul, 
will beget Sin in us; and that Sin is What 
bears and brings forth Death. It is the 
Womb the Seed of Death is brought to ma- 
turity in; quite wide of the Doctor's Pur- 
poſe, unleſs Father . are oh ame 
— in an Apologue. 

- But before we diſmifthis Di ny we are 
to reflect a little upon the Evidence of Reve- 
lation; and the Mcthodiof trying the Truth 
of it now recommended to us. 1 have endea- 
voured to ſhew that Man can have no Know- 
ledge of ſupernatural Things, but by ſuperna- 
tural Means, becauſe our Ideas are not innate, 
and all come through the Senſes of the Body. 
If the Mind is naturally Tabula raſa,” and 
he muſt be taught what he knows, the next 
Queſtion is, who has a right to teach him; and 
whom may he ſafely depend upon? The 
famed Lawgivers of Greece, to make their 
good -Deſigns the more effectual, uled to 
aſetibe the Invention of their Laws to the 
“ Gods; and more eſpecially Minos imputed all 
© his Inſtitutions to the Delphic Oracle. See 
L. to M. p. 28. But did they expect to be be · 
lieved that they really had them from the Gods; 
or was it only a Fiction, to pleaſe and amuſe 


all _ were weak enough to be pleaſed and 
a Vice P | amuſed 


n 
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and Gn 


ſtrange Story? nothing: elſe. 
7 What in k, — the Greeks boaſt ſo much 
60 of in theſe very Men? Is it that they were 

reully inſpired by the Gods in the Contri- 
e vance of their Laws? No there was ardly 
05 a Greek of Senſe, who ever believed it or 
1 had their Laws been dictated by the De. 
** phic Oracto, would have believed it the 
more for that; as could eaſily ſnevi from 
Antiquity.” Defence of L. to W p. 34. 
and in the next Page, this ĩs proved to have 
been the Caſe of Numa and the reſti and if 
Diodorus Siculus, Jaſenbus, and Philo are 
not miſtaken, of Moſes alſo. Diadorus Si- 
tulus We may ſuppoſe not ſo well verſed in 
| 2 — the other two, though 
good a Few as either of them. If the 

Author be-right in his Notion, and can really 
prove from Antiquity, that the Heat hen 
Laugivers — believed themſelves their 
own Pretenſions, nor were believed by ſcarce 
a Man of Senſe in their ſeveral Countries, 
then we are ſo far determined, that they have 
no Right to take upon them to teach us; 
nor were they ſufficiently qualified; by their 
own Confeſſion. I ſee. no Reaſon to diſpute 
this Character of theſe famed Laugivers, 
or the Effect ſuch a Eiction is ſaid to have had 
upon the Minds of Men of Senſe. They 
none of them gave, nor pretended to give, 
any rational convincing Evidence of a real 
Aren f n bet wixt their Gods and them; and 
oy 4 a Man's 
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a Mans Word certainly is not to be taken in 
ſuch a Caſe: wie have nothing to do with 
them then. But as 1 have a Veneration for 
Moſes, I cannot ſuffer his Authority to be 
thrown off ſo. eh, without ſpending a 


Word or two upon it. His Company is 
ſome Honour to a Mans and his Faith, What 
as a Chriſtian, I deſign to live and die in- 
The Author pleads hard for a little Mitigation 
of our ſtiff Notions about the divine 22 = 
ration of Moſes, and recommends: it ſtrongly 
from the Example of Jeſephus and Philo, 
of the firſt eſpecially; whom, on this oeca- 
fion, he honours with the Titles of ſs learned, 
Sealvur, and ſincere in his Religion, that his 
Advice may go. down the better. If Moſes's 
Authority ' depended - upon what any Man 
thought of it, 10 many Years afterwards, 
there would be ſome Weight in this way of 
Reaſoning, Fs/ephus did not believe it, there- 
fore Chriſtians need not. Had Foſephus- be- 
lieved in Moſes, and underſtood him, he 
muſt have believed in Chriſt; if what our 
Lord and his Apoſtles ſay be true: but waving 
this, What Sort of a Witneſs is this the 
Author 3 a profeſſed Lyar. And 
to prove-it 1 ſhall go" . rer than hims 
2 ——— i | 
* — Yoſtphus uten fem Setip. 
4 ture; as he doth remarkably in many 
Caſes; contrary to his own Declaration; 
Se and without any other Reaſon than what 
| T3 * depend- 
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1 depended upon his own Choice, and where 
ein the Relation of any Fact, he gives a 
« different Turn to it, from what we find in 
* the Moſaze Account, it is there ue are 
t look fur the Sentiments and Prin- 
© ciples . of Joſcphus,”—— Remarks on 4 
Reply, &c. p- 3 5. and conſequentiy not for 
the Sentiments and Principles of Moſes ; ſo that 
no Damage can ariſe to the Veracity and 
Authority of Moſes from a Liberty taken 
with them, by a Man whoſe Sentiments and 
Principles are to be looked for only where 
he is giving the Lye to Moſes and himſelf 
too——when he is varying from Scripture, 
contrary to his own Declaration, it is there 
we are to look for his Principles and Senti- 
ments, — the Principles of an Apoſtate, and 
Sentiments of a Lyar, who is weak enough 
to tell you he is ſo. What Weight or Influ- 
ence ought ſuch an Example to have upon us? 
The Inference I made is reaſonable,” ſays 
the Author, p. 38. it is reaſonable for Chriſti- 
ans to believe aLyar : one would think it _ 
poſſible for a Man of Senſe and Underſtand 

ing to argue in ſo extremely weak and childiſh | 
a way; to ſap the Foundation of his own Ar- 
gument. It is recommended to us to form 
our Sentiments of an Author, upon the Sen- 
timents of a Man, - whoſe Sentiments you 
cannot know but where he is varying from 
that Author he is giving an Account of, and 
whoſe Word you are to take, becauſe he ne- 
ver 
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ver ſpeaks what he thinks, but Ade he is 
ſpeaking contrary to his own Declovarion: 
It is ſome what kind however, to give us the 
Antidote with the Poiſon. But is there no 
Evidence in Moſes of his divine Miſſion? 
He lays claim to it almoſt upon every occa- 
ſion, that the Lord ſpake by him; and ap- 
peals to his many great and mighty Miracles 
during the Space of above forty Years, which 
he tells them they ſaw themſelves and were 
convinced of; Moſes, ſays God, is faithful 
in all mine Houſe, with him I ſpeak Mouth 
to Mouth, even apparently, and not in dark 


Speeches; and the Similitude of the Lord 


ſhall he behold : wherefore then were ye not 
afraid to ſpeak againſt my Servant Moſes 2 
And the Anger of the Lord was e | 
Numb. xii. 8. The Anſwer now is, Zo/ep 

and Philo were not arch and Chun we 
are not afraid. 

Nov Moſess Books muſt be either forged, 
or Written at the Time they ſay they were. 
If you ſay forged, we ask, When, where, and 
by whom £ This muſt be ſhewn, or elſe, as 
we have them now, they muſt be deem- 
ed authentic. Suppoſing them then - wrote 
at the Time the Miracles and Trauſacti- 
ons mentioned in them were performed * 
before any Man can diſpute the Veracity 
of thoſe Facts, he muſt ſhew how it was 
poſſible; or in the leaſt degree probable, 
that an Impoſtor ſhould perſuade ſome Mil- 

| lions 
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ſpeaking out of the midſt of Fire, as thou haſt 


102 th ere WK. 1 
| Hons of People of the Truth of ſuch, extra- 


Things; or induce them barely to 


connive at the Falſhood: not light, tranſient, 


accidental, Or. curſory. Things; z but ſanding, 


Permanent and durable. Works, ſuch as gave 
time for mature Deliberation, Reflection, 


and Examination. . Moſes-calls all the People 


together, and gravely and ſolemmly repeats to 


them thoſe many great and wonderful Inter- 
poſitions of God on their Behalf; writes an 
Account of them; orders them to take 
Copies of it; read it all over once in 
ſeyen Vears in a publick Aſſembly; and en- 


forces over and over again the Obſervance of 


the whole Law, as coming from God, upon 


| the Credit of theſe Miracles, their own Con- 


viction and. publick Acknowledgment 'of 
them. Ast now of the Days that are paſt, 
which were before thee, ſince the Day that 
God created Man upon the Earth; — 4k 


from one ſide of the Heaven to the other, 
whether there by wo any ſuch Thing: as this 


reat Thing is, or has been heard like it? 
id ever People hear the Voice of God 


ard, and 2 ? or hath God eſſayed to go 
and tale him 4 Nation from the midſt of 
another Nation, by Temptations, by Si 
and by Wonders, and by War, and by @ 
mighty Hand, and by a ſtretched out Arm, 
and by great Terrors, according to all that 
the Lud Hour God did for you in r be- 
re 


F PROPHEGY: 10% 
aue y Eyes? Deut. iv. 32 4. "64d 
fine 5 Thon ſnalt keep nd Jeon Sta. 
tutes and his eee. which I com-. 
mand thee ibis Day. What a ſtrong Faith 
muſt a Man have; or rather how deſpicable 
is his Credulity, who can believe that Moſes 
would make fuch publick and frequent Appeals 
to the mighty Wonders and Signs they had 
ere if it was a Fiction; a Pretente 
to Inſpiration only. He did repeat the fel 
veral Miracles they had been Witness to; 
appeal to chem for the Truth of What he 
faid ; call upon them to remember, ''recol- 
lect all the Circumſtances of them; make 
them the Subject of their Converſation, 
and Inſtruction of their Children; and 
Deut. xxvi. 5, 6, 7, 8. folemnly oon tlie 
Truth of them once a Year' before God; à 
curſed ſilly Piece of Hypocriſy, if they were 
not true I Syrian, ready to periſh was 
my Father, and he wont doum into Egypt, 
and ſojourned there with'a few, and be-. 
came tbere à great Nation, mighty and po- 
 pulous, and the Egyptians evil entreated us, 
and 'afftitted 9 — the Lord brought 
ut forth out 2 Egypt with a mighty 
— and with an outſtretched Arm, and 
with great Terribleneſs, and urs Hut 
and unh Randers. Was it poſſible to per- 
ſuade a whole Nation they had been Slaves; 


that becauſe they worſhipped anotfier 


God, they had been cruelly oppreſſed; that 
their 0 appeared t to them; declared open 


* 
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War sgainſt their. Enemies and thei mei r Gods; 
and that, after a great Number of Tale . 
Power, the Oppreſſors acknowledged them- 
ſelves and their Gods conquered; that the 
People gave up, on demand, their Jewels, 
the Inſignia. of their Gods, and ſo the Cauſe 
* they had ſo long conteſted; but that an obſti- 

5 nate Prince and his Army, in hopes of Spoil, 

followed, and hemm'd them in betwixt his 
Forces and the Sea; but that the Sea open d a 
Paſſage for them, proving to them a dry Road 

5 and Bulwark, but to their Enemies a deſerved 
"I _ Puniſhment, and total Oyerthrow ; that after 

: this they came to the Mount they had been 

A before told of, and that God came down in 

4 Fire; that they ſaw it, heard the Thunder- 

3 | ings, and the Voice of God, and made a ſo- 

1 lem Agreement with Moſes,. to hear and 
__ | obey him in all Things he ſhould teach them 

| in God's Name? Was it poſſible for a whole 

4 Body of People to ſtand with Patience and 

bear a Braggadocio tell them ſuch an incre- 
dible Number of Falſhoods, and impudent 

- barefaced Lyes? This is not talking of Gods 

dcdoming in a Dream, in a Caye, or even ſpeak- 

= ing from an Oracle, in Words heard by him- 

| _ {elf, and a Confederate or two; He tells 

. them they heard God declare, he did come 

down in Fire, that they might have Reaſon to 

3 believe in Moſes as his faithful Secretary + | 

for ever. Was there not one Man of Senſe 

. and Underſtanding in the whole Multitude, to 
cry out, e were not treated as rational 

Crcatures, 
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F but as Farriers do their Horſes, 
e 1. tied up by the Noſe, aud made to ſwallow 
hat Moſes thought fit to thtow down 
their Thrbats? Not one who could talk 
et of Miſts and Clouds and Prejudices, and 


* of Myſess ſingle Teſtimony, for they had 


5 | ſeen no ſuch doings as he boaſted of? {See 
Defence of the L. ta W. p. 13. ] To put a 


Caſe like this; Suppoſe the Duke of Mark 


borough, in the Height of his Reputation 
with the Nation, had ſummoned together 


the great Men of the Kingdom, and collect- 


ed, in a „all the Repreſentatives of the 
Pes 85 ick as many thouſands as could 
poſſibly hear him and had told them. 
Within theſe few Years ye were all Slaves 
«in France; but God ſent me to deliver 
you; and I did mch and ſuch Miracles be- 
* fore your Eyes, till the French acknow- 
{© ledged; the ſuperior Hand of God in it, 
and let you go free; but the Army reſolving 
„ tothave à little Plunder, followed you to 
Calais, where the Sea open d a Paſſage for 
. you; and you marched into the midſt of it, 


« but the adventurous French Call purſuing | 
i you, the Sea ſoon returned upon them, 


* and drowned them all to a Man, and you 
8 a them all dead upon the Shore: travel. 
ing thus through the Sea, ye came to Do- 
vor, uliere you ſaw God come down in Fire, 
ng out of the midſt 


« * of its commanding you to be good Pro- 
N wy deln 
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< reftants; and 3 5 ocher-Things bid me | 
E take the Priethood from the Clergy . 
c confer that Honour on, and Dok forth ; o 
as Moſes did Numb. iii. 11. and xui. , 10.1 
from the Firſt born, and tranferred it to ano- 
ther ſer of Men. ls it likely he would have 
been heard out? Would not his Friends have 
laid hold of him, and confined him as à Lu- 
natic? Inſtead of vhich, can it be ſuppoſed 
the Lords and Commons would have obeyed 
his Commands, transferred the Prieſthood; 
ſubmitted to a Reformation in Church and 
State 3 order his Speech to be publiſhed, and 
conformed to? and that not one hne S 
- #hould have Courage to laugh or mutter a 
. Word | againſt it? no Clamour from the 
; Clergy-Upon ſuchſtrangeImprobabilitics, 8 
motal Impoôſſibilities, does our Author ſa 
Moſes s Inſpiration a Fiction: calls it Gf 
neſs of «cloudy Divines, not to warp a little 
upon ſuch a Force-put, where no Man of Senſe 
and Underſtanding can be of their ſide; that 
for himſelf, his Faith is a laue to his Rea- 
ſon: and a moſt miſerable Slavery it hath: 
he need not be treated as Farriers du their 
— 9 he ſwallows greedily enough with- 
It raiſes the Indignation. of his honeſt 
Soul, to ſee dogmatical Diuines, pre- 
poſſeſſed with Syſtems, and darkened with 
Prejudices, who cannot ſee thro the Miſts 
e their Nurſes and Mothers have ſpread about 
$5 their: Eyes, e the aun. Laſpira- 
. «© 77028, 


enger. 


vines as our 


the Aresdfef Conſequence of believing, that 


| -polible; perhaps, for God to have given, 
or Mau to receive; could be a Forgery, a Fic- 
ion; ànd then Pity for their- * Condi- 
tion faccedds, inſtead of any Emotion of Mind 
that can be "taxed with" Aer in 1 10 — 
tion: 23581 i010 580-3209 1 Fn 
How Hel) different * the claim be Inſpi- 
Ane made by Moſes, and the Evidence he 
gave of it, ed what Minos and ſach as he 
made for their Laws. They aſſert upon their 
bare Word; and had ſcarce a Man of Senſe 
that believed- the Fiction; here they have a 
Series of Miracles for the Space of forty 
. Vears; the Account written and publiſhed 
amongſt them. A civil and eccleſiaſtical Po- 
| tity eſtabliſhed upon the Credit of them, and 
out of hundreds of thouſands, not one diſ- 
ä puted it: and it is hard if out ef ſuch a Mul- 
„ Tritude; bred up in the Boſom of the Arts 
19 and Sciences, amidſt ſo polite and learned a 


Nation, there ſhould not be one Man of 


Senſe. Numbers had had Senſe enough to 
conform to the Egyprians in Religion, and 
of coutſe, like Pythagoras, were initiated 


into their M yſteries, and inſtructed in all they 
knew 3 would make ſo Polite a People too 
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airy Path, — ate me 8 till turn my 
on the black Side of this Crelulity, and 


| the moſt Yational, fair and convincing Evyi- 
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of their Oppreſſion, and a ſeyere ons it Was 
| (they wete fix hundred thouſand, beſides their 


tenſions they had hitherto made or their Ex- 


abend be toſi L 


it ee, 9 r 


een and x: 1 Ae e u . 
gan not till about ime is Birth, got 
Lill the Tim of the Promiſe iſe drew- _ 
which, together with t 


ſtubborn. Divines, e — 


and yet when Moſes came to deliver. 


Families; enough to have examined his Claim 
of 5 on? but out of all theſe, not ons 

nor was it ever called in queſtion 
by any 3 their Poſterity, till near two thou- 
ſand Veats after wards, at the very Time that 


he himſelf foretold their total Apoſtacy a 


when 


the Meaſure of their Iniquitics. was 


8 — 3 rer which we call | judicial. Blind- 


as the Wrath of God, was pour- 


_ upon them. When they were grown 


deſperate, out of all Hopes of (ging the Pre- 


>, 4% 


of this Part of the Jet, ignorant of the 
true Intent of Scripture, and deſpairing of 


pectations anſwered: What wonder, if any 


- ſeeing the little they did underſtand, fulfilled.z 


with the heathen Lords over, them; what 
wonder, if ſuch Perſons, faid or did any 


which: Intereſt might invite, or Fear os 


them to? I need not mention the Influence 


which Vanity has on the Mind; a Man proud 


Kerbace and fond of Praiſe, will /qop to 
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> run be whoſe Gommendations | 
be looks: pen as at Honour and Credir | 
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that conte auptuams Cee, given them by 
chat Scoryer; the ——— Huge. 
but were the Reyenſe of, hut he 
theas; and he gonld hok but know ith hem 
er. the immediate Conduct of God, and 
the Diſcipline and Inſtructian of /Propheis. 
Ic Was 8 peculiar FR. 
vourites en, and e utter Contenipt 
they held all other: Nations in, that made I 
others now, ut not tui now; juſtiy deſpi © 
8 them, 8 they. law that. God had fortaken - 
them. What wonder now, if ja 3 
— — Credit with the Heschens Hul | - 
be tempted to! foftcen a lietle thoſe Colouts | 
that glared tod ſttong for the Figure they 
made * Gis Time: and think it worth' Mis þ 
amour thoſe whoſt Eſteem fe . 
60urred?: Bothe chat us it will, what had Jo- _ == 
ſephus, nay, had he been a Prophet, 9 ; 
Angel, te do to give the Lye to — 3 
Felf? St. Paul ſays, tho cue, or an Ang? © 
from Heaven png any other Goſpel unto © 
you than that which ye have received, let  - 
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him on this Head, by thoſe whoſe Buſinefs'it = 
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none ean object o. We ae Lare chat tfle 5 
' three Angles of a Triangle ate equal to n 
 riptiv ones, and When we fec x Body or Cha- 
mot of Fire deſtend upon a Moùntain; ſtay 
for ſome time there; go up and come:down —_ 
N for Months, for 
Years within a ſmall Diſtance of us, and hear 
Words come out of the Midſt of that Fire, 
8 ie do ies it, without amy 
as w enn be of the 
other P What weerched Juggling is it with us 
10 argue, that © a Fart which is 
—— reopr- that there- 
| 6 al to tame | 
1 be falle ;* * which his Claim of a 
Right to examine whether it is fo or no, 
ſuppoſes. This way of reaſoning is begging 
the Quoſtion, to try the Bible whether it 
came tom God by examining whether its 
Doctrines are true and reaſonable, is ſup- 


poſing i 

. at fays it did, and therefore making a Cheat 
vf it at once; the Bible, if it did not come 
from God, is a Lye, a Falſhood from Begin- 


PPP ²˙ m 
ONT 


1 ning 0 End, becauſe it lays, it ig the mord 
1 Ga in almoſt every Page. Surely G “ 
neoeed not ask Man's Leave to give him Laws; 
2 and when he did give him Laws, if in order 
ny roprevent Iugglers impoſing upon ps, he gives. 
. ſuch Evidence as meer Man cannot; nor any 
eee over pretended. De Lanta 
| 1 0 | Cale 


Ciſe of Mo oſes, rio Man ever offered to rival Dink 


Miracles, but a few Magicians; ſome few of 


the loweſt of Then at-firſt} this muſt be deem-. 


ed reaſonable Conviftion:; and the Inference 


from thence that theſe Laws of God are good. 


and 7, a reaſonable Inference. 


T muſt cite another Paſſage from ah fame I 
Author, who by his Sneer at the infallible 
Mora, and the Turn of his Expreſſions, ſeems 


to think that Wiſdom was born with the In- 


fidel, and would die with him. He banters 


his Antagoniſt with mentioning, 
* The ſacred and — 3 s of 
te Truth. Strange how he chanced to ſtum- 


* ble on the ſacred and inviolable Laws of 


t Truth: Writers of his ClaG never raiſe 
their Thoughts ſo high; or venture ſo far 


de from re! bur ſtiek cloſe to the infalli- 


% ble Word, and univerſal Inſpiration of the 
te Bible. If there be any ſuch: Laws, as 
ec without- all doubt there are, it is certain 
de that the Bible itſelf muſt be tried by them.” 
Remarks on ſome Oer. Or. p. 15. 
And who is to ſit as ſudge? Why any Man 
who is born with The. ſacred. and jnviolable 
| Laws at his Fingers Ends, as ſome; like our 


Author, it ſcerhs are; otherwiſe there could 


be no judge to try the Bible: and he muſt 


be * # mp with tlieſe eternal Laws 


than the Cernal God himſelf, or he would be 
about a uſeleſs Work, ſince if it comes from 
vera it 3 be but a * of thoſe 


* 
. 


R _ Laws, 
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114 The Usz and Intent - 
Laws, and the leſs knowing Perſon cannot be 
a competent Judge of the Extent of ſuperior 
Knowledge, and the Cauſe, whether God hath 
ſpoken to Man or no, will be every Day to be 
tried over again, becauſe every Man has as 
much riglit to fit Judge as another. This 
Cauſe having had à ſolemn Hearing, and the 
Verdict in favour of Moſes ſeveral thouſands of 
Tears ago, brought in by a Jury of ſome hun- 
dreds of thouſands of People, who were 
upon the Spot, is to be ſet aſide; and the 
Evidence to turn upon each Man's Opinion of 
the Nea ſonableneſi s of its Contents, becauſe 
he ſays, © proving it to come from God, is 
„beginning at the wrong End, and it is 
more likely that Man ſhould be better ac- 
quainted with the ſucred and inviolable Laws 
of Truth, than the God of Truth. It is a 
Queſtion, whether this. Way of talking be 
. moſt filly or moſt pre ſumptuous. If the Bible 
came from God, it cannot be falſe. If it did 
not, the Writers of it are Lyars convict, with- 
out the Trouble of examining what they ſay 
further. If he Who made the Tongue can 
ſpeak, and if it be reaſonable to believe a 
Matter of Fact poſſible in itſelf and probable, 
upon the Credit of ten times ten thouſand Wit- 
neſſes, ten times told, and a Record be Evi- 
dence, then is this moſt filly Reaſoning—be- 
cauſe it ſuperſedes all this; ſers aſide the Evi- 
dence, and then would try the Cauſe, As 
thefe are the Laws of Ge, and by the Queſ- 


tion 


of PROPHECY. 115 
tion ſuppoſed to have produced their Vouchers, | 


it is preſumptuous to pretend to try their Au- 
thority ot Authenticity, by their Contents be- 


ing agreeable or diſagreable to our Reaſon, 
becauſe it is ſuppoſing our Wiſdom or Nea- 


ſon ſuperior to that of the Legiſlator. Sup- 

poſe it now poſſible for God to think it rea- 
ſonable for Man to do, as in the Caſe of Cir- 
cumciſion or, c. what the Man may ſay he 


doth not, or perhaps really doth not, ſee the 

Reaſon of; who is to be obeyed, Cod or 
Man ? Why God to be ſure. But then, ſays our 
Author, That which is contrary to my Rea- 


| * ſon, is not the Law of God; it could not 


come from God.” Suppoſe one were to 
plead in this Manner at the Bar of the Houſe 


of Lords or Commons, or in Veſtminſter- 


Hall, and deny the Authority or Authenticity 
of an Act of Parliament, becauſe you would 
undertake to prove it was un worthy of the 


Wiſdom, Honour, and Juſtice of Parliament: 
I preſume one would deſerve to be treated as 
a Fool or e or as having incurred a 


Premunire. 
That Revelation is not contrary to Rea 
ſon or Nature, is a Propoſition, I moſt readily 


agree to: and that Man may miſtake what is 

. Reaſon or Nature, is a Propoſition, I ſup- 

poſe, that will be asrcadily agreed to by others. 
That Man is fallible, liable to be deceived, 

and does ſometimes miſtake what is Reaſon 

and * follows from his Reaſon and 


Nature 


— 


and IN TEN 

wh Nowre both; 454 needs no proving) from the 

Variety of Opinions entertained by different 

People on the ſame Subject. One, e. g. 
thinks there can be no Motion without a 

Vacuum ; another no Motion without a Ple- 

num. One thinks God knows: better than 


+, - himſelf; and to prove a Doctrine to have 


come from God ſufficient to prove it right 
and reaſonable in itſelf. Another, that there 
are eternal Laws of right Reaſon, by which 
| Revelation is to be tried; and accordingly 
convinced that he is able, by following his 
Noſe, to ſmell them out, proceeds to try 
the Reaſon of God (in their cant Phraſe) by 
the ſe cternal Rules; ſuppoſes Tully a greater 
Maſter of Reaſon than a Prophet, inſpired by 
him who gave the Ability, we call Reaſon, 
to Man, meerly becauſe he knew nothing of 
of the Matter he is called upon to give his 
Opinion in, and ſo rejects whatever he 
pleaſes to ſuppoſe his Tully or himſelf would 
or do laugh at; and fo, in almoſt. every : 
particular, Peoples Opinions are diametrically 
oppoſite. And where they differ about the 
Senſe of Scripture, the only rational Con- 
cluſion, that can be drawn from the moſt 
plauſible Miſrepreſentations, whether deſign- 
cd or undeſigned, of Particulars in its Laws 
and Injunctions, when we do not fee what 
We think a ſufficient Reaſon for them, is, 
that neither the Commentator nor ourſelves - 
2 underſtand? the Text: Not that it is falſe, a 


5 . A RD Helios, 
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dean bear no other Senſe, than what is 
ridiculous, like that Confident - in 


his Letter to- Dr. V. dogmatically afſert- : 
ing the Meaning of Words, which, by all 
that appears, he never read in the Grigi - 
nal. Men are liable to Miſtakes, and“ ſome 
have attempted to faſten ſenſeleſs Syſtems - 
and Prejudices to the Body of Religion, as 
<* almoſt to ſtifle it; but he is a wretched 


Blunderer who attempts to preſerve the Body 

alive by ſtopping its Breath. Religion, like 
Man, - muſt have the Breath of God in its 
Noſtrils; or it will he no more than Man 
was without the divine Halitus, a meer 
Beaſt of the Field. I ſhall conclude with a 
Paſſage from Dean Swift. 8 


ie np Ir would be well if People would not © 
* Jay ſo much Weight on their own Rea- _ 
* ſon in Matters of Religion, as to think 
every thing impoſſible and abſurd which 
** they gannot conceive. How often do we 


« contradict the right Rules of Reaſon in 
the whole Courſe of our Lives? Reaſon 


< itſelf is true and juſt, but the Reaſon of 


every particular Man is weak and wavering, 
perpetually ſwayed .and turned by his In- 
< tereſts, his Paſſions, and his Vices. Let 


| © any Man but conſider; when he hath 2 
** Controverſy with another, tho his Cauſe _ 
be eycr ſo unjuſt, though the whole World 


n, or not inſpired 3 ; or that the Words 
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